
 

 

        Term 1           Week 2B                        5 February 2016 

     PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
A big welcome to all parents and students to the 2016 academic year after what I hope was a restful and 
enjoyable holiday. I especially welcome our new parents who have children commencing at Cherrybrook for 
the first time this year. I sincerely hope your involvement with Cherrybrook Technology High School will be 
happy and beneficial. 

 
Outstanding HSC Results 
A review of the 2015 HSC revealed many, many outstanding results. Chief among the many excellent     
performers were the seventeen students who achieved results, which led to each of them being recognised 
in the All Rounders Awards. These students are: Sarah Collins, Veronica Giang, Michael Gunn,                 

Stasia Hendrawan, Stella Hendrawan, Alyssa Hutchings, Michael Italiano, Madeleine Johnson, Tyler Le Roux, Katie Lim,            
Vidhi Nanda, Hassan Naveed, Matthew Philip, Merle Runde, Pragya Singhal, Stanton Tam and Vanessa Xie, who each scored a 
Band Six (or the highest band available) in each of their courses of study. 

 
We also had three students who achieved a top ten place in six separate courses of study. These were: Katie Lim,                         
Merle Runde and Lakni Weerasinghe. 

 
Finally students, whose works have been included in major exhibitions by the Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational       
Standards, include Minuri Jayasinghe in Texstyle, and Patrick Skeen and Michael Rawlin, whose work will be exhibited in InTech at 
the Powerhouse Museum. 

 
An analysis of students’ ATARs, which the school has been able to gather, revealed at least eleven students scored ATARs greater 
than 99 and 105 students scored ATARs greater than 90. In total 146 students from The Class of 2015 were recognised on the 
Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards’ Honour Roll for a total of 346 credits. 

 
Each of these students, and their parents, will attend a special Awards Assembly at the school on Tuesday February 9 to celebrate 
their success. 

 
Pleasingly, beyond these students, we also had the vast majority of Year 12 students achieve their personal goals and gain entry 
into the course of their choosing or commence work in their field of interest. 

 
School Uniform 
It was really pleasing to sit in the MPC at our recent assemblies and see our students return for the beginning of the academic year 
so well attired. 

 
Students looked marvellous in crisp new uniforms and appropriate black leather shoes. It is now most important that this wonderful 
standard be maintained throughout the year. Parental support of our School Uniform Policy is vital to this. 

 
New Staff for 2016 
We are fortunate to have two new enthusiastic permanent staff members join the teaching team at Cherrybrook this year,           
Richard Jones, HSIE and Chris Ferrarin, Mathematics. 
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Chris Ferrarin - Mathematics Richard Jones - HSIE 



 

 

School Photographs 
A reminder to all students and parents, our annual school photographs will be taken next week, Monday 8 and Wednesday            
10 February. These photographs serve as a wonderful memento of school life and are great to look back upon in future years. 
 
School Contributions 
Please be aware that school contributions will be due in the very near future. A full costing of elective contributions, and the general 
contribution, will be posted home. 
 
Funds raised are necessary for student electives to continue in their current format, while the general contribution supports a variety 
of student programs and needs, including the purchase of the most appropriate texts and resources to support student learning. 
Parents will note the P&C contribution is also included on these schedules. The P&C do not engage in fund raising activities. Twenty
-three years ago the parent body determined the best way to support resources for students was via a levy rather than have a few 
individuals constantly leading fundraising activities with varying degrees of success. This policy has served the P&C very well and I 
would ask you continue to support this practice. 
 
It is most fortunate that our parents and community do so strongly support the school and value the education their sons and   
daughters receive. We need this support to continue in 2016. 
 
Year 7 Swimming Carnival 
The Year 7 Swimming Carnival will take place next Friday 12 February at the newly rebuilt Hornsby pool. All students have been   
issued with a permission note. Parents are reminded that carnival day is a normal school day and all students are expected to    
attend. 
 
P&C Meeting 
The first major P&C meeting for the year will be held on Tuesday 16 February, commencing at 8pm in the school common room. 
 
All parents are invited, indeed actively encouraged, to attend the P&C meeting. These evening are a great opportunity to have some 
input into the direction of the school, meet with other parents and to hear of new developments within the school. I’m certain our 
present members will make all newcomers feel most welcome. 
 
Student Numbers 
As I write this we currently have 1970 students enrolled in the school. This number is almost the same as in 2015. Once again we 
are the largest Government high school in the state and in my view, the best! 
 
Peer Support 
Since starting at Cherrybrook Year 7 students have been plunged into school life. This big step has been aided by our wonderful 
Year 11 Peer Support Leaders, who have done a marvellous job of organising activities and supporting students to feel comfortable 
in our very large school. 
 
My congratulations are extended to Mr Hind and our Year 7 Advisers for their fabulous organisation of the program. Below are some 
images of the students engaged in their activities. 
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BYOD 
Many thanks to all our parents who have provided a computer for the their child to use at school on a daily basis. The response to 
the school’s request has been absolutely overwhelming and it is fantastic to see virtually all our students equipped with appropriate 
learning devices. 
 
Valentine’s Day and the SRC 
Valentine’s Day is once again on the horizon and, as in past years, the Student Representative Council will be selling roses as a 
fund raising exercise. The SRC has determined all funds raised this year will go toward Heart Kids NSW. 
 
Wall Calendar 
All students have now been issued with our school wall calendar. Please keep this poster in a handy place and note the important 
dates which will affect your family.  
 
Sydney North Blues Awards 
Congratulations to Paris Roditis and Brendan Weal who were both awarded Sydney North Sporting Blues on Tuesday night. Paris’ 
award was for her outstanding achievements in basketball while Brendan achieved his award for tremendous efforts in trampolining. 
A highlight of the night was Brendan’s solo dance performance, which entertained the very appreciative audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Evacuation 
I’m sure all parents are aware that on Tuesday 2 February the school was evacuated following one of the many hoax threats made 
to schools in the Sydney Metropolitan Region. Following our immediate contact with police, a significant number of officers attended 
the school. 
 
I would like to reassure the whole school community that after a brief evacuation of all students, the school quickly returned to its 
normal timetable. 
 
It is important to emphasise that student safety, well-being and support was our absolute highest priority throughout the whole     
process. 
 
The school really appreciated the many messages of support from parents and the broader school community during the day. 
 
Investigations are continuing and NSW Police are liaising with the Department of Education. 
 
Mr Johnson 
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Brendan Weal, Mr Ibarra & Paris Roditis 

Zali Steggall 
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Chill-Out Club Christmas Party 2015 
 
Last year the long awaited Chill-Out Club Christmas party was held and was a roaring success. There were colourful decorations, 
delicious food and even a two metre long M&M Christmas tree! Everyone had a great time and consumed just a little bit too much 
sugar! 

 
Many thanks to all the regular Chill-Out Club attendees who worked so hard in the weeks and days leading up to the party. They 
spent many hours making decorations and helping with food, including some delicious looking ice cream cone Christmas trees. 

 
In the hours before the party there was a furious decorating whirlwind led by Matilda and Melissa from 7Y and an awesome effort to 
make the M&M Christmas tree led by Natasha, Jonny and Emily. Tyler and Michael from 7O put together some excellent snowmen 
which somehow defied the 35 degree heat to look great for the whole party! 

 
Thanks to all the other students who worked so hard to make the party a great success. Special thanks to the SLSO staff for helping 
out and for helping to clean up! 

 
Miss Deadman 
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The Countdown Begins for Grease Opening Night 
With our school musical set to open in Week 8 of this term, there is a whole lot of shakin’ goin’ on, not only on     
Tuesday and Friday afternoons, but lunchtime rehearsals and working groups supporting the musical are spinning 
into action most days of the school week. 

 
Year 8 student, Stefanie Bruzze had this to say about her experience with the show from audition up until the present 
moment: 

 
“I was really thrilled to have the great opportunity to try out for a role as a chorus dancer/singer. I tried out for the role, 
thinking I didn't have much of the chance, considering how many people were trying out for these parts in the school 
production. A few weeks after the audition, I found out that I successfully got through and was now going to have a 
place in the Grease musical. 

 
Since then, there have been many opportunities for me to learn new dance moves, dance with other members of the cast and most 
importantly, continue to grow as a performer through the help of Ms Holt and Mr Jones. I know our 2016 Grease shows will be a 
success and I hope I am able to experience being in a musical again soon.” 

 
Watch this space for ticketing information and exciting times are ahead. 

 
Ms Cannon 
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Interview with Sarah Collins 2015 HSC Food Technology Student 

 
Examination result = 95 
ATAR = 98.10 

 
Why did you choose Food Technology? 
Cooking has always been a passion of mine and I was interested in learning about nutrition and other       
elements related to food production such as marketing and the process of created products. 

 
Did you discuss this decision with your parents? 
Yes. They wanted me to choose subjects I was interested in and had a passion for as this would make me 
more engaged in the subject thus more driven to study. 

 
Did you and your parents investigate the scaling of the ATAR for this subject? 
No, neither of us did. 

 
Did this subject help you with other courses you studied for your HSC? If yes, which ones and how? 
Yes. Some of the topics doubled up with Personal Development Health and Physical Education which helped me gain a better     
understanding regarding this area in both subjects. 

 
If you were to choose your subjects again would you still pick Food Technology? Why? 
Yes. It was a course I thoroughly enjoyed and feel I gained a lot of knowledge that I will be able to use in everyday life. 

 
How do you think the course could be improved? 
As I am very interested in why food behaves the way it does, having more focus on the structure of food and why it changes in    
certain conditions, as was covered in the preliminary section, would have improved the HSC course in my eyes. 

 
Did this course help you develop your life skills in relation to making sound food choices? How? 
Yes. It has made me more aware of what to look for when buying processed food as well as marketing tactics used to promote the 
purchasing of unhealthy foods. Additionally, I have learnt a lot about both the importance of having a balanced diet and how to 
achieve this. 

 
Will these skills assist you in the future? How? 
Yes. They will help me ensure I continue making good food choices even when I'm busy at University. Furthermore, when I        
eventually move out of home I will have the knowledge of how to prepare my own meals and make sure I am living a healthy       
lifestyle. 

 
As for other ideas I think if you really focus on the idea that you can still do really well with food tech being used and that the scaling 
doesn't count all that much if you are achieving the high marks. 

 
Mrs Robinson 
 
 
New Year, New Library 
The CTHS library team would like to welcome all students to the library for 2016. There are a lot of exciting developments coming up 
this year.  Here is a taster of what to expect: 

 
 The much anticipated refurbishment of the library is scheduled for later this year 

 We will be introducing a number of magazines specifically for students 

 2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge commences Monday 7 March 

 We are in the midst of changing the way in which fiction books are displayed from a straight alphabetical system to a genre 

system, including a special True Stories section for interesting non-fiction titles 

 Look out for more displays and competitions 

 From next week onwards, keep your eyes peeled on Network for a new Book of the Week section, highlighting a different book 

from our collection every week. 

 
Stay tuned for details on these and other library developments. 

 
Mrs Sorensen and the CTHS Library Team 
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CAREERS UPDATE 
 
 
What a great start to the Year! Students involved in TVET are already off and running and Year 10 Vocational Education classes 
have started. Parents of Year 10 students will soon receive an email concerning Work Experience. Arrangements are the same as in 
previous years and each Year 10 student is allowed to have two weeks of workplace participation. 

 
Stage 5 TVET courses on offer are in the areas of Hair and Beauty, Timber, Fashion and Landscape Design. Please see             
Mrs Ferguson or Mrs Bower for more information. 

 
New in 2016 
The Year 11 Mentoring Program and Fruitopia Juice Bar. More about this in the coming weeks. If you would like to talk to a careers 
Adviser, please email: Christine.ferguson@det.nsw.edu.au or Melinda.bower1@det.nsw.edu.au 

 
University 
Study in the USA - Fair 
Thursday 10 March 2016, 5pm - 7pm, Redlands School, Cremorne. A list of all participating universities and registration will be   
available Term 1, 2016. Over 20 universities expected. Contact Simone Salier: ssalier@redlands.nsw.edu.au 

 
UMAT 2016 Registrations Open 
Registrations are now open and will close Friday 3 June 2016. UMAT test on Wednesday 27 July 2016. For Medicine, Dentistry and 
Health Science Degree Programs. http://umat.acer.edu.au/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
University of the Arts London - Sydney Visit 
Monday 22 - Thursday 25 February 2016. Leading world arts and fashion institutes. Free workshops and interviews.                    
Contact: ual@bcic.co.uk, http://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/international/your-country/australia/ 

 
Studying Law at ACU 
Interviews with Law students. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1O0A_XXFXk 

 
Make Your Mark, the Virtual Classroom 
Virtual visits to university campuses. Link up with university researchers, academics and industry professionals. 
http://www.makeyourmark.edu.au/parents-schools/resources/resources-teachers-bridges-connect/ 

 
TAFE 
Sydney TAFE New Bachelor of Property Valuation 
Study for a career as a Valuer, nationally and internationally. http://sydneytafe.edu.au/newsevents/news/bachelor-property-valuation 

 
Exhibitions 
Artexpress Top HSC Artworks 
Friday 5 February - Saturday 28 May 2016:  Margaret Whitlam Galleries, University of Western Sydney 
Saturday 13 February - Sunday 3 April 2016:  Hazelhurst Regional Gallery and Arts Centre 
Tuesday 1 March - Sunday 24 April 2016:  The Armory, Sydney Olympic Park 
Wednesday 16 March - Sunday 15 May 2016:  Art Gallery of NSW 
Saturday 17 September - Wednesday 16 November 2016:  Blue Mountains Art Gallery 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/exhibitions/ 

 
Textstyle Top HSC Certificate Textiles and Design Major Projects.  
Thursday 3 - Sunday 6 March 2016, 10am - 4.30pm, The Stitches and Craft Show, Rosehill Gardens. 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/exhibitions/ 

 
InTech Top HSC Industrial Technology Students’ Work 
Friday 24 - Sunday 26 June 2016, 10am - 4pm, Sydney Timber and Working with Wood Show, Sydney Showground. 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/exhibitions/ 

 
DesignTECH 
Top HSC Design and Technology, Industrial Technology and Textiles and Design students work. Friday 26 February - Saturday       
8 May 2016, Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, Powerhouse Museum. http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/exhibitions/ 
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Jobs 
Apprentice Chef 
First Year Apprentice Chef positions are available across NSW. Start your culinary career now. Apply by sending your resumé to 
recruitment@htn.com.au or call 1300 139 108 for more info. 

 
Defence Careers Australia Information Sessions 
Check for a location nearest to you. https://www.facebook.com/DefenceJobsAustralia/timeline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General 
WEP Australia A not-for-profit student exchange programs to over 25 countries around the world. http://wep.org.au 

 
Department of Defence YouthHQ 
ADF Cadets, Young Endeavour, Long Tan Leadership & Teamwork Awards, cadetships and scholarships. 
http://defenceyouth.gov.au/ 

 
Mrs Ferguson and Mrs Bower 
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WEEKLY SPORTS REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sydney North Blues Recipients 
Congratulations to two of our Year 12 students, Paris Roditis (basketball) and Brendan Weal (trampolining), who received a Sydney 
North Blues Award on Tuesday evening, to recognise their outstanding achievements and success in their sport in 2015.  

 
2016 Carnivals 
Term 1 will be a busy one in terms of carnivals. It will feature our Year 7 Swimming Carnival (the carnival for Years 8-12 was held 
last November) and Year 7 Athletics Gala Day, as well as the Cross Country and Athletics Carnivals. In addition, our swimmers will 
be competing in their Zone, Area and CHS Carnivals during this term. Best of luck to everyone, it should be a fun term of sport! 

 
Sydney North Trials 
This term also features a multitude of trials for athlete’s seeking selection into the various Sydney North Teams. If you have any 
questions regarding these teams or trials, please see Mr Vaux in the PDHPE Staffroom. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 The Year 7 Swimming Carnival will be held next Friday 12 February; all Year 7’s as well as attending Peer Support Leaders 

and members of the Sports Executive, need to return their permission notes ASAP 

 Those wishing to compete in the 200m freestyle and/or 200m individual medley at the Zone Swimming Carnival (Monday 29 

February), need to submit their nomination with their name, age group, event and personal best to the PDHPE Staffroom 
ASAP 

 Students who placed first or second overall in an event at the school Swimming Carnivals will need to collect a permission note 

to compete in the Zone Swimming Carnival in upcoming weeks. 

 
Emily Jones and Kurt Perry, Sports Promotion Officers 
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Date Event 

Tuesday 9 February Sydney North Baseball Trials 

Thursday 11 February Sydney North Junior Tennis Trials 

Friday 12 February Sydney North Opens Tennis Trials 

Friday 12 February Year 7 Swimming Carnival 

Friday 19 February Sydney North Boys Volleyball Trials 

Thursday 25 February Sydney North Boys Softball Trials 

Friday 26 February Sydney North Basketball Trials 

Monday 29 February Zone Swimming Carnival 

Monday 29 February Sydney North Golf Trials 

Wednesday 2 March CTHS Cross Country Carnival 

Thursday 3 March Sydney North Touch Football 15 & Under Trials 

Friday 4 March Sydney North Diving Trials 

Friday 4 March Sydney North Girls Volleyball Trials 

Monday 7 March Sydney North AFL Trials 

Friday 11 March Year 7 Athletics Gala Day 

Wednesday 16 March CTHS Athletics Carnival 

Thursday 17 March CTHS Athletics Carnival (AM) 

Thursday 17 March Sydney North Swim Carnival 

Monday 4 April - Tuesday 5 April CHS Swimming Carnival 
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CALENDAR - Term 1 Week 3A 

Monday 
8 February 

 School Photos Whole School 

Tuesday 
9 February 

 HSC Achievers Assembly - 9.30am, MPC 

Wednesday 
10 February 

 School Photos Whole School  

Thursday 
11 February 

 Yr7 Vaccinations & Yr8 Catch-up 

 Valentine's Day Roses prep 

Friday 
12 February 

 CTHS Year 7 Swimming Carnival 

 Valentine's Day Roses 

 HSC Drama Excursion 


