
 

 

       Term 1           Week 3A                       12 February 2016 

    DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
High Achievers’ Assembly 
One of the most prestigious events on the Cherrybrook Technology High School calendar is the High 
Achievers’ Assembly, which celebrates the HSC achievements of the previous year’s Year 12 cohort. This 
year approximately one half of students had the opportunity to walk across the stage in front of Years 7, 11 
and 12, teachers and parents, having reached the top band of achievement in at least one course of study. 
We had approximately one third of our school’s HSC candidature scoring an ATAR above 90 including    
eleven students with ATAR’s above 99 and seventeen students who achieved a Band Six in each of their 
courses of study who were recognised in the All Rounders’ Awards. Congratulations to all students for such 
outstanding results. As a school we are proud of your efforts and celebrate your success with you. A special 

mention for two of our highest achievers, Merle Runde for achieving the perfect ATAR of 99.95 and Katie Lim, a close second with 
an ATAR of 99.90. 

 
We were pleased to invite our guest speaker, Kenny Sabir, back to the school for the Assembly. Kenny is a past student of CTHS 
and was the inaugural School Captain back in1992/93. Kenny gave a very relevant and thought provoking speech for the audience 
detailing his many and varied career exploits and thoughts on future study for our students. He encapsulated how our students need 
to approach the changing workforce and the importance of technology for every job in the future. Kenny finished with a salient point 
highlighting the need to consider those less fortunate in any decisions that are made. We were so impressed with Kenny’s speech 
we felt it would be great for our parents to read. A copy is included in Network this week. 

 
Year 7 Swimming Carnival 
Year 7 students and a number of Year 11 Peer Support Leaders were lucky to enjoy a beautiful sunny day for their Swimming     
Carnival at Hornsby Aquatic Centre on Friday. The event was well attended, with many students participating in a range of events 
including the novelty races. It was great to see the enjoyment of all students as they competed at their first high school carnival for 
2016. A big thank you goes to the Year 11 Peer Support Leaders who encouraged the Year 7 students on the day and the PE staff 
for their organisation of the event. 

 
German Exchange 
Willkommen to our German Exchange students! Our students have been looking forward to being reacquainted with their German 
friends who hosted them during their stay in Germany last year. Mr Wade and Ms Tager have a busy schedule of activities planned 
for our visitors and from all reports they have been having a great time and enjoying our glorious weather of late. Mr Wade has a 
more detailed report and photos following. 

 
School Photos 
School photos took place for the entire school on Monday with a catch-up day on Wednesday. It was obvious students went to great 
efforts to ensure they looked their best for the day. School Photo Day ran extremely smoothly as a result of Mrs Penhall and        
Mrs Tolhurst’s fine organisation skills and we thank them for their efforts. 

 
Valentine’s Day 
Happy Valentine’s Day for Sunday and I trust your loved ones will show you the love you deserve. Today was certainly one of much 
love at CTHS with roses and balloons being the gift of the day. Our SRC has worked tirelessly this week to sell, organise and wrap, 
many, many roses to make this the special day that it is. Money raised from the sale of roses today is going to Hearts Kids NSW. A 
big thank you must go to Mrs Fletcher, Mr Fernandez and the entire SRC team for their incredible efforts this week.  

 
Year 12 Parent/Teacher Interviews 
A reminder Tuesday 16 February is the first of our Parent/Teacher Interviews for 2016. Year 12 parents will have the opportunity to 
meet with their child’s teachers from 4 - 7pm in the MPC, to discuss their progress thus far. Year 12 students are also encouraged to 
attend and learn some strategies they need to implement for the road ahead to the HSC. Bookings for the night can be made on the 
Parent Portal. These bookings must be finalised by 5pm, Monday 15 February. 

 
P&C General Meeting 
Next Tuesday, 16 February, will be the first meeting of our P&C for 2016, commencing at 8pm in the school common room. All    
parents are invited, indeed actively encouraged to attend the P&C meeting. These evenings are a great opportunity to contribute 
your thoughts on future directions of the school, meet with other parents and to hear the latest updates on programs and             
developments within the school. 
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Rotary Exchange Program 
Our local Rotary Club representing West Pennant Hills/Cherrybrook will be holding an Information Evening in our school for students 
and their parents who may be interested in participating in the Youth Exchange Program in 2016/17. The meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 9 March, 6 - 8pm in room C2.1. Further information on the Youth Exchange Program can be found within this edition of 
Network or by going to the following website: www.rotaryyouthexchange.net.au 

 
One of our Year 11 students, Amelia Craig, is currently on a Rotary Youth Exchange Program in Switzerland. From all reports she is 
having a great time meeting new friends, experiencing the local culture and learning a new language. We look forward to hearing 
from Amelia about her exploits when she returns. 

 
CTHS School and Home Planner 
Your son or daughter may have brought home a copy of the CTHS School and Home Planner for 2016. We must apologise for an 
error with an event listed to occur in Term 1. The Planner shows the Year 11 Camp taking place in Week 10, Tuesday 29 March to 
Friday 1 April. This is incorrect. Year 11 Camp is actually occurring in Week 9, Monday 21 March to Thursday 24 March. The  
permission notes and camp booking confirm this to be the case. The error is in the School Planner. If you have a child in Year 11, 
could you please update your Planner to indicate the correct dates and please accept our sincere apologies for any confusion that 
may have been caused. 

 
Mr Clements 
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German Exchange 
The German Exchange Program, which commenced in 1997, continues to flourish at CTHS. Currently, seventeen students from our 
partner school, Bördegymnasium Wanzleben, are enjoying the warm hospitality of their exchange partners and families. They will 
spend three weeks in Cherrybrook and are participating in a rich and varied educational, cultural and social program, which matches 
a similar experience enjoyed by their CTHS partners in Germany last year. 

 
During the last two weeks, our guests have visited the city and Manly, learned to surf at Bondi, engaged with Aboriginal culture at  
Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park and visited the South Coast region. The host families are ensuring the German students enjoy    
fun-filled weeekends and their exchange partners have facilitated many activities after school. A highly memorable experience for all 
concerned! 

 
Mr Wade 
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Astronomy Club 
On Thursday 11 February the CTHS Astronomy Club attended a video conference in the library. This gave students the opportunity 
to meet and ask questions to the lucky (or unlucky) Australian who has been shortlisted for a ONE WAY trip to Mars in 2024. 
 
Some of their questions included: 
“What was your mother’s reaction when she found out you had been shortlisted?” 
“How do you mentally and physically train for a trip to Mars?” 
“When you get there, who is going to ensure the law is upheld?” 
 
This video chat gave the students a fantastic opportunity to gain an insight into the mental and physical challenges of future space 
travel. 
 
For more information on how to join the Astronomy Club please see Mr Byrne or Mr Fairclough in the science staffroom. 
 
Mr Fairclough 
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FROM THE LIBRARY 
 
 
Celebrate the Lunar New Year 
Our book of the week is Chinese Symbolism: The sublime language - NF 306.40951 MOS 
 
This book has some of the best recognised examples of symbols from China’s ancient heritage, including the animal signs of the 
Chinese zodiac. 
 
 
 
     It’s the Year of the                                                 Celebrate, eat, learn more. 
 
 
 
Find out what’s going on at https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/#/major-events/chinese-new-year-festival 
 
Borrowing for all New Students 
All new students are able to borrow books from the library without their ID cards, until they are issued later this term. The borrowing 
term is two weeks and items can be renewed twice. Students can manage their loans online, including renewing a book (see       
instructions below). Alternatively, students can ask library staff to renew books for them. 
 
Borrowing Limits at any one Time 
 
Years 7-10: Four items 
Year 11: Six items 
Year 12: Ten items 
 
These borrowing limits are for library resources only. Textbooks issued in class are additional to library resources. 
 
Instructions for Renewing Items Online 
Login to the Department of Education Student Portal and click on the Oliver ‘Library’ button located under Google search. 

Students will see the Oliver home screen 
 
Click on the ‘Current Loans’ tab. A list of the items currently on loan to you will appear, showing the date borrowed and date due. 
Click on the green ‘Renew’ arrow next to each item you wish to renew. The new due date for those items will then be displayed. 

We look forward to seeing eager new borrowers in the library. 
 
Welcome Peer Tutor Reading 
The library is excited to be hosting Peer Tutor Reading classes and we look forward to working closely with the students and roll 
teachers. 
 
We ask Year 12 students to vacate the library during roll call unless they engage in silent study only. There is a senior study room 
available for Year 12s in D block, which is more suitable for group work. 
 
Mrs Sorensen and the CTHS Library Team 
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Year 12 Study Skills Seminar 
This in-school excursion will give students techniques to improve their studies while maintaining their wellbeing in this crucial year. It 
includes time management, goals, memory techniques, sleep and more. 
 

 When: Friday 26 February, periods 1-4 

 Where: At school (students will be notified of locations on the day) 

 Cost: $18 

 Who: All Year 12 students are expected to participate. 

 
Permission notes are required and due by Friday 19 February. 

 
 
Year 12 Parent Study Skills Evening Seminar 
This is a special FREE event for parents of Year 12 students. 

 
 When: Thursday 25 February at 7 pm 

  (tea and coffee provided) 

 Where: C2.1 

 
RSVP by Friday 19 February for seating and catering. 

 
Included in this seminar is: 

 How best to support your children and reinforce good practice 

 How students should be studying, motivation, procrastination, 

time management, practice papers and stress. 

 
Notes for both these sessions have been sent home with students. 
Spare notes are available from the library. 

 
Mrs Sorensen, Teacher Librarian 
 
 
Textiles Technology for Beginners! 
As all Stage 4 students undertake a wide range of subjects during the technology mandatory course, they are faced with the      
challenge of mastering the use of a variety of machines, equipment and construction techniques. 

 
In the textiles area, mastering the sewing machine is akin to learning to drive a car. Our students must be able to select the correct 
gear, drive in a straight line, turn corners without crashing and control their speed, all whilst keeping the fabric under the needle and 
their fingers NOT! 

 
Year 7 must master all these skills and then apply them to produce a cushion, of their own design, all within ten weeks. 

 
Our new crop of 2016 trainees have already mastered threading the machine, driving straight(ish) lines and turning corners with 
minimal collisions, in just two weeks. Once they return from camp they will begin constructing their original designs. 

 
The following photos showcase some of our successful “learners” from Term 4 last year. 

 
Mrs Collins, TAS Teacher 
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Grease Opening Night in Week 8 of this Term 
There are some very excited performers around campus at the moment as we hurtle towards opening 
night for this year’s musical, Grease. 

 
I asked Haripriya Parthasarathy to share with you a little about her experience of the show thus far, 
Haripriya comments: 

 
“In 2015, I decided to try out for the 2016 musical, Grease. It was a great decision as it is a lot of fun 
and a great experience. It’s a great opportunity to learn more about the theatre. The set is really cool 
and the staging is very unique. As a chorus member of the play, I have learnt more about dancing, singing and performing from    
Ms Holt and Mr Jones. I’m sure Grease will be a huge success and I am excited to see the other opportunities theatre can offer me.” 

 
Tickets go on sale at the beginning of Week 5. 

 
Ms Cannon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ONSTAGE 2016 
Last Saturday twenty four very enthusiastic CTHS drama students from Stage 4 through to Stage 6 attended the annual ONSTAGE 
event which takes place at the Seymour Centre in the city. 

 
Each year the most outstanding of group and individual performances are on show for Drama students to enjoy and learn from. As 
well as performances, a range of individual Projects are on display. This event serves to inspire specifically our Year 12 drama    
students as they navigate through the creative challenges of their HSC course of study. 

 
Ms Cannon 
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The Dural and Hornsby Networks Primary School SRC Leadership Camp 
This camp was a jam-packed three days of leadership building challenges, exciting experiences and entertaining 
fun, that encouraged the leadership development of over 150 primary school Captains and Vice-Captains. And of 
course, it saw our six Year 10 and 11 Cherrybrook Technology High School students participating within a small 
band of eighteen JC’s (Junior Counsellors). 

 
The primary school students were all assigned to a particular ‘Fruit Group’ that each JC (often two JC’s together) 
led. This provided the opportunity of team building exercises such as bridge building, challenging the students (and 
the JC’s themselves) to work collectively and build positive relationships that would put the apples, bananas,    
rockmelons, grapes (and all the rest of them) to an hilarious contest that sparred for three days. 

 
Central to the idea of the camp, in addition to overcoming challenges, was the development of confidence and public speaking, 
which as assisted by a variety of guest speakers (including an incredible guitarist who spoke of the challenges he’d overcome being 
legally blind throughout his life) and dramatic on-the-spot games such as Space-Jump, became undeniably evident by the final 
hours of the camp. And through group chants, cheers and songs, the primary captains were able to let out a collective energy and 
spirit that proved the similarities between them all, how achievable it is to bring groups of people together and how it’s possible be 
successful within their leadership role at school. 

 
Mealtimes were a perfect opportunity for chatter and release, and so too was the fantastically-run disco and relaxing free time, that 
saw the kids getting to know each other. But most especially the JC’s, whom through these experiences were able to achieve a 
closeness that was the catalyst for their successful execution of leadership and organisation. 

 
And, of course, being a JC myself, I was so thankful for the top opportunity. Having gone to the very same camp some five years 
earlier as the Vice Captain of Cherrybrook Primary, it was refreshing to have a change of role, and be the one to help shape the very 
school leaders of the future. But as much as it was a leadership camp for them, I found, it was a leadership camp for all eighteen 
JC’s. And after having an absolute ball, and getting the most out of leading and being a role model, it’s a sad thought that I can’t go 
again in Year 12. The SRC Leadership Camp was a success for our community, and I hope the same goes for the primary school        
captains’ year ahead. 

 
Sanjeev Desai, Year 11 SRC 
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CAREERS UPDATE 
 
 
Health Graduates’ Statistics 
Starting salaries and employment rate. 
https://www.myhealthcareer.com.au/health-industry/employment-and-starting-salaries-2015-gradstats 

 
UNSW Engineering: Through engineers' Eyes, Engineering Mechanics by Experiment, Analysis and Design 
Monday 18 April 2016, 12pm. This free online course will provide information on the techniques of engineering mechanics as well as 
use the theory to interpret experiment and designs. The course consists of four hours per week over a seven week period. 
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/all-events/free-online-course-through-engineers-eyes-engineering-mechanics-by-experiment-
analysis  

 
University of Sydney: Introduction of Mathematics Prerequisite 
The University of Sydney will introduce a mathematics prerequisite for some   
courses in 2019. The courses that will have the prerequisite will be listed in UAC’s 
2016 Year 10 guide. 
http://sydney.edu.au/news-opinion/news/2016/02/01/mathematics-to-become-a-
prerequisite-for-university-of-sydney-ad.html 

 
BMIHMS Career Focus Days 
Blue Mountains International Hotel Management School Career Focus Days give 
prospective students an insight into what it’s really like to study at BMIHMS. These 
focus days are held at our Practical Learning Centre (Leura Campus) and         
Executive Business Centre (Sydney Campus). 
Dates:  Tuesday 19 - Thursday 21 April, Tuesday 12 - Thursday 14 July, and Tuesday 29 November - Thursday 1 December. 
Cost:  *$325 which includes all transportation, accommodation, three meals a day and all activities related to the program.  
(*This fee will be credited towards tuition costs to attendees who later enrol in a BMIHMS Hospitality Management Degree          
Program.) 
Contact: 02 9307 4600 or email enquiry@bluemountains.edu.au 
http://www.bluemountains.edu.au/your-hospitality-career/career-focus-days/ 

 
JMC Academy Open Day 
Saturday 30 April 2016, 10:30am - 2:30pm. This open day includes tours, an overview of courses and viewing current students’ 
work. http://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/open-days/register-for-our-next-open-day-2016-(1) 

 
Basair Aviation College 
Basair Aviation College runs monthly seminars in Sydney, Brisbane and the Hunter Valley. Learn more about a career in aviation 
and the benefits Basair can provide for your training as a commercial pilot. Sydney: Tuesday 16 February and Wednesday             
23 March. http://www.basair.com.au/events-form 

 
Sydney Design School 
If you’re passionate about becoming an Interior Designer or Interior Decorator, we invite you to come into our studios to learn more. 
Information Session, Wednesday 23 March, 6pm, Level 2, 40 Oxley Street, St Leonards. Register online: 
http://sydneydesignschool.com.au/info-sessions/ 

 
National Youth Science Forum 2017 
The National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) is a twelve-day residential program 
for students entering Year 12, who are passionate about science, technology, 
engineering and maths. 
 
2017 Session Dates: 
Session A Canberra:  Monday 2 - Saturday 14 January 2017 
Session C Canberra:  Monday 16 - Saturday 28 January 2017 
 
Expressions of interest open Tuesday 1 March 2016 http://www.nysf.edu.au/ 

 
 

Kickstart Science Workshops 
The Kickstart Science Workshops at the University of Sydney are aimed at HSC science students. Workshops are available 
throughout the year at a cost of $29.70 per student. http://sydney.edu.au/science/outreach/high-school/kickstart/ 

 
Mrs Ferguson and Mrs Bower 
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WEEKLY SPORT REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Abbey Lemon, Year 8, who during the holidays, was selected to represent the Australian Under 14’s Women’s 
Futsal Team. 

 
Last year Abbey was selected to represent NSW Metro 14 Girls in the AFA National Futsal Championships, played earlier this 
month. The team was very successful finishing up as 14 Girls Champions. 

 
Following Abbey's performance at Nationals, she has been selected into the Australian team to tour the UK in October. They wi ll 
train and play Premier League teams during a 2.5 week tour. 

 
Abbey joins a prestigious list of CTHS students who have gone on to represent their country at the highest level, joining the likes of 
immortals, Jenny Blundell and Joe Caletti. 

 
If you would like to directly support Abbey, she has set up a fundraiser for anyone who would like to help make her dream a reality. 
https://www.gofundme.com/AbbeyLemon 

 
Good luck Abbey, all your fellow schoolmates wish you the best in your future career! 

 
Kurt Perry and Emily Jones, Sports Promotion Officers 
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CALENDAR - Term 1  Week 4B 

Monday 
15 February 

 Music Ensembles Meeting - 7.30pm, Staff Common Room 

Tuesday 
16 February  

 Year 12 Parent/Teacher Interviews - 4-7pm, MPC 

 P&C Executive Meeting - 7pm, A block Conference Room 

 P&C General Meeting - 8pm, Staff Common Room 

Wednesday 
17 February 

 Year 7 & 11 Peer Support Pre-Camp 

 Red Zone Day 

Thursday 
18 February 

 Year 7 Drumbeat - MPC 

Saturday 
20 February 

 CTA - Clash of the Titans 

 CTA - Clash of the Titans 
Sunday 
21 February 


