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 Term 2         Week 3B    Friday 18 May 2018 

    ACTING PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
 
NSW Government Review into Education 
Over the weekend the NSW Government announced the first comprehensive review of the NSW Curriculum in 
almost thirty years. The aim of the review is to ensure students are being adequately prepared for jobs of the 
future. The Premier indicated there will be a stronger emphasis on English, Maths and Sciences, and will seek 
to implement the findings from the latest David Gonski Report into Australian School Education. The review 
will also examine the role of new technologies and teaching methods in delivering the Curriculum.  
 
 
NAPLAN Testing 

This week all students in Years 7 and 9 sat NAPLAN testing. Whilst a lot has been said in the media recently about NAPLAN, th e 
purpose of NAPLAN remains the same; it is a diagnostic test designed to be used by staff to provide additional data in the areas of 
Literacy and Numeracy. Earlier in the year the Education Minister, Rob Stokes, announced that NAPLAN would no longer be linke d 
to the Minimum Standard of Literacy and Numeracy for the HSC, removing any additional pressure placed on the Year 9 cohort. The 
school will analyse the results, when they are released, to determine the strengths and weaknesses of the cohort and of indiv idual 
students. 

 
 
Year 11 AP1 Period Concludes 
Today, the AP1 examination period concludes, with students returning to regular classes next week. This has been the first 
opportunity for teachers to gather feedback in the senior school and form a vital part of preparation for the HSC. Students a re 
encouraged to use the feedback from these tasks to improve on their performance.  

 
 
CTHS Sleep Out 
Tonight, over 100 CTHS students and staff will be ‘sleeping rough’ to fundraise for Stepping Stone House, an incredible organisation 
which offers medium and long term housing for homeless youth in NSW. Given that, at a time in their life when they are most 
vulnerable, there are 43,552 young Australians under the age of 25, who don't have a safe place to call home, this is an issue close 
to many of our students' hearts. 

 
As a school community we are endeavouring to raise $15,000 through our inaugural Sleep Out, which is the amount required to 
provide housing, care and a raft of other support services for one youth, for one year.  

 
Please support the good work of our students and school community on what will probably be a chilly May night. Consider donat ing 
to this worthy cause by following this link http://cthssleepout.gofundraise.com.au/. Any contribution, big or small, could make a huge 
difference to a young person’s life. 

 
 
Uniform 
The sudden drop in temperature last week coincided with an increased number of students not wearing the correct uniform. The 
student body is reminded, winter uniform must be worn during Terms 2 and 3! A reminder to all boys, the school tie is a compulsory 
item to be worn. There is minimal stock and only two sizes left of the Canterbury jacket, which is available for purchase 
from the front office. However, a full range of the all weather jackets will be available for purchase from Lowes, Castle Hil l, in the 
near future. The School Uniform Code specifies the types of acceptable jackets and jumpers for school wear, which does NOT 
include jackets or jumpers with hoods! The wearing of a ‘hoodie’ is likely to result in time spent in detention; be warned!! 

 
 
Mr Townsend 

Cherrybrook Technology High School 
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Building Project Update 
Milestones 2 and 3 are now well underway. The new benches have now arrived for the G block Science refurb with the contractors 
commencing the installation of services to the teaching and learning spaces. 

 
Up on the top playground, the land has now been cleared and levelled for the new dual sports court with the piers for the wat erproof 
cover being installed during Week 4. 

 
Mr Fisher 
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Arts Alive Stage 5 Drama Camp 2018 
Each year, a group of Drama students take up the opportunity to attend a residential Drama Camp hosted at a fantastic venue near 
Lane Cove. This year, Matilda Beer, Nathan Jenkins, Stephanie Neil, Hannah Wotton, Melissa Yeung, Ben Murzsa and Jason Teng 
from Year 10 all enjoyed the chance to take three days off school to further extend their improvisation skills and engage with other 
drama students from around the Sydney Metropolitan area.  

 
“This was my first year at the Arts Alive Stage 5 Drama Camp and it was the best camp I ’ve been to in all my life. The different 
workshops were useful to our drama skills and were enjoyable. There were tears, laughter and smiles during this three day dev otion 
to all things dramatic. I couldn’t have asked for a better experience for myself.” Melissa Yeung 

 
“In the two years that I’ve attended the Arts Alive Stage 5 Drama Camp, I’ve been able to greatly improve my confidence and acting 
skills, thanks to the diverse range of instructors and crazy courses that all serve unlock our creativity. So much fun! ” Stephanie Neil 

 
I have the privilege of working with these students, along with Adrian Ortego, as they represent the constituents of our current Year 
10 Drama Ensemble. It is really great to see these students seeking experiences which further their expertise in curriculum b ased 
learning over and above what is offered here at CTHS. This shows great dedication and passion for the subject. With an auditi on 
coming up in Week 5 for the Arts Alive Drama Festival, scheduled for late July this year, the camp was well timed to provide many 
opportunities to take that imaginative leap into the realm of devised performance.  

 
Ms Cannon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CTHS Chess Club News 
The CTHS Junior Chess Team will be participating in the NSW Metropolitan Secondary Schools ’ Chess Competition this year. The 
team have been practising hard during lunchtime on Fridays and participated in the first match of the Round Robin on Friday 11 
May. The team won three out of four games against The King’s School. 

 
The Chess Competition will continue for the whole term, with Competition games every Friday. Please congratulate the following 
students and wish them luck for their future games:  

 
Aranan Myooran and James Tan, Year 7; Andy Peng and Mikhail Fallil, Year 8. 

 
Mrs Saxena, Chess Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mufti Day 
The SRC will be selling ‘red’ food on Tuesday 22 May as part of our Mufti Day to raise funds for Sane Australia. We will be selling 
canned soft drinks (ingredients on cans), donuts (as supplied by school canteen) and pizzas (supplied by Eagle Pizzeria West 
Pennant Hills). ‘Simply Cheese’ pizzas will be available for those who don’t eat meat. Please see their website for ingredient details. 

 
Mrs Fletcher, SRC Coordinator 
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Year 8 Ecology Excursion 
Year 8 students enjoyed a very pleasant autumn day on Wednesday 16 May. This Ecology field trip was part of the Stage 4 Science 
syllabus. Students were divided into three groups: Gibberagong EEC, Brewongle EEC and Field of Mars EEC.  

 
We investigated the types of plant communities in the local area and analysed the factors which influenced the survival of th ese 
communities. Students used scientific equipment to measure a range of abiotic factors then assessed their results. Some students 
had the opportunity to showcase their creative and communication skills by making an i -movie using prepared research. It was 
interesting to see some hidden talents unfolding!  

 
All students enjoyed being in an outdoor ‘classroom’ with some great views and were keen to explore the bush during their free time. 
Students returned from the venues with an appreciation of living organisms and a greater awareness of the interaction between  
humans and the natural world. 

 
Ms Herat 
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CAREERS UPDATE 
 
 
Why go to University Open Days? 

 Get answers to all your questions about your future study plans  

 Become familiar with the campus 

 Consider the location and travel time; travel modes, travel times, travel costs, or student housing  

 Gather information about their degree programs, study options and pathways, scholarships, clubs and societies, student life, 
campus tours. 

 
Talk to current students and staff 

 Experience lectures, demonstrations, interactive activities, live music, food  

 Diarise these dates and attend as many Open Days as possible! 
 

When should I attend University Open Days? 

 Start as early as you like. Year 10 is a great time to attend and get ideas for the future. Obviously, Year 12 is the ‘crunch time’ 
and is most suitable. 

 
‘Study in Canada at UBC’ 
Monday 4 June, 6.00pm-7.30pm. The University of British Columbia will be speaking to prospective Australian students about their 
courses and what it is like to study in Canada. Venue: Monte Sant ’ Angelo Mercy College, North Sydney. Registration is 
essential at www.trybooking.com/VSHR. 
 
‘Study in Victoria’ 
Wednesday 6 June, 6.00pm-8.00pm. VTAC and The University of Melbourne will be speaking to students about application 
processes for 2019 interstate admissions and what’s new for next year. Venue: Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College North Sydney. 
Registration is essential at www.trybooking.com/URWQ. 
 
Mrs Ferguson and Mrs Bower 
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CALENDAR - Term 2  Week 4A 

Monday 
21 May 

 Supermegahappyweek - Watermelon Eating Competition - lunchtime, 
serpentine wall 

 Girls’ Rock and Water External Training 

Tuesday 
22 May 

 Supermegahappyweek - MUFTI DAY, Crazy Hair & Socks Theme 

 Girls’ Rock and Water External Training 

Wednesday 
23 May 

 Supermegahappyweek - School-Wide Kahoot - lunchtime, MPC 

Thursday 
24 May 

 Supermegahappyweek - Sporting Activities - lunchtime, MPC 

Friday 
25 May 

 Supermegahappyweek - Talent Show -  lunchtime, MPC  
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