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 Term 3      Week 3B    10 August 2018 

     DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
 
AP4 Exams 
Monday was the start of our trial HSC exams. As expected students were nervous, but pleasingly, also well 
prepared for these tests. 
 
As always the students have conducted themselves exceptionally well during the first trying week of exams 
and despite the obvious pressure, remain steadfastly polite and cooperative. During the course of these 
exams, and indeed during the lead up to and through the HSC period, it is most important students continue to 
prepare well with a carefully constructed study timetable, which also includes time for physical activity and 
leisure pursuits. Balance at this critical time is most important. 

 
Students from our Japanese Sister School visit CTHS  
On Thursday and Friday of last week we welcomed two students from our sister school, Nagoya Commercial High School, to our 
school as part of their week-long visit to Australia. We would like to thank the Hwang and Thevaseelan families for hosting these 
students for the two days they were at CTHS and the day of entertainment they provided their guests on the Saturday. The students 
mingled well with our students as they went from class to class, experiencing education Australian style. Our students are looking 
forward to the reciprocal visit to Nagoya in April 2019 when twenty of our students will experience education Japanese style and the 
delights of Japanese society and lifestyle. 

 
Rite of Passage Trek 
On Monday and Tuesday this week, our Right of Passage Boys ’ group went on an overnight hike in the Blue Mountains. They 
walked from Blackheath Station to Perry’s Lookdown Campsite. From here they descended the very steep Perry’s Lookdown track 
down into the Blue Gum Forest before making camp at Acacia Flat. On Tuesday they made their way up the Govett ’s Leap track out 
of the valley, with backpacks heavy with camping gear, to Govett’s Leap Lookout before walking back to Blackheath Station. Having 
done both of these tracks recently in preparation for our Kokoda Trek in July, I know how seriously steep both these tracks a re! They 
are not for the faint hearted! They had to contend with a very chilly night camping on Monday night and an icy wind, with rai n and 
sleet on Tuesday walking out of the valley. If that doesn’t challenge you physically and mentally then nothing will. Well done boys! 

 
HSC Exams 
Last week many very nervous Year 12 students were in a flurry of activity, busily putting the final touches to major works in  English; 
Design and Technology; Multi-Media; Industrial Technology; Visual Arts; Society and Culture and Textiles and Design. These will be 
handed in over the next week or so. 

 
Students will also begin practical examinations in Dance and LOTE, with the first of these being the Chinese Continuers oral exam 
on Saturday and Dance practicals next Tuesday. We wish our Year 12 students well during this busy and demanding time. 

 
Mathematics Competition 
On Thursday we had 364 students sitting the annual Australian Mathematics Competition exam. This involved 195 students from 
Stage 4, 144 from Stage 5 and 25 from Stage 6. We look forward to hearing of their results and thank Mrs Bartlett and Miss Luu for 
their work in administering the test. 

 
CTHS Alumni Involvement in the Leaders’ Induction Ceremony 
We were so pleased to welcome back four of our Alumni members to the 2018/19 Leaders ’ Induction Ceremony last week. One of 
the real positives to come from engaging with our Alumni has been the opportunity for our current students to listen, talk and learn 
from the experiences of our ex-students and Leaders. 

 
Longen Lan, Vice Captain 2012/13, gave the keynote speech where he talked about his experiences of leadership and how they had 
helped him in his activities at the University of Sydney. Hansika Muthukuda, School Captain 2016/17, presented each of the 
Executive Leaders a copy of the SRC Charter scroll, which she developed as part of her CTHS Medallion application. In addition to 
this she led the current Leaders in a Commitment Oath to the position.  
 
We were also pleased to have Elisabeth Smart (nee Sercombe), 2002/3 Captain, and Serene Lau (Wong), 1998/99 Captain, in the 
audience. It was great to see both the outgoing and incoming Leaders from this year talking to our ex -students at the end. It almost 
felt like they had rock-star status! 

 
We look forward to future opportunities to engage with our Alumni in meaningful ways, which benefit both Alumni and our curre nt 
students and we thank them for their involvement. 

 
 

Cherrybrook Technology High School 
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Grade Sport Finals 
The finals of the winter grade sport competitions were held yesterday and Cherrybrook had fourteen teams in the finals. At the 
conclusion of play, four emerged victorious! These teams included: League OZ Tag B; Netball Open A, Netball 9/10 B and Soccer  A 
Girls. The following teams achieved runners-up: Basketball B Boys; Soccer Open B Boys; Volleyball Boys B; OZ Tag Girls B; 
Volleyball Girls A and B; Badminton; Table Tennis; Netball Open B and Netball 9/10 A. My congratulations are extended to all 
students who participated in the final matches and their coaches for the great job they have done throughout the winter season. 

 
Congratulations to… 

 Thomas Pellow (Year 11) and Alex Pellow (Year 9), who have been selected in the Roos 
Baseball Team, which will compete in the World Boys’ Baseball Tournament this year in 
Sydney. 

 
Mr Clements 
 
 
 
 
 
Building Project Update 
On Monday 6 August 2018 at 4pm, the G block refurbishment was finally completed and handed back to CTHS. This marks the end 
of milestone two of the Capital Works Project. The newly refurbished Science area includes five Science General Leaning Spaces, 
along with two Science Laboratories. Excited staff and students have already commenced utilising the new spaces and our Scien ce 
Assistants are enjoying a much larger storage space. 

 
Work has continued on the Sport Courts which is milestone three of the Capital Works Project. The new fence has now been 
installed and final preparations to the courts ’ surface are taking place in readiness for them to be painted in the Australian Open 
colours. The expected completion date is Monday 17 September 2018 which will allow our current Year 12 students to use the ne w 
sport court prior to departing CTHS the following week. 

 
Mr Fisher 
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Aurecon Bridge Building Competition 
Yeelin Hua, Emily Seow and Aashna Mitra Win at the State Final! Every year during Science Week, CTHS runs a Year 8 Bridge 
Building Competition and Year 9 Tower Building Competition. The winners of the Year 8 Competition become the CTHS 
representatives for the following year’s Aurecon Bridge Building Competition. The Aurecon Competition is open to a team of three 
Year 9 students from state or private schools across Australia, with a final being held in each capital city. This year over 70 schools 
attended the final at the Art Gallery of NSW on Tuesday 7 August, 2018.  

 
This year, Aurecon provided students with the opportunity to design their bridge digitally, as well as making the model to be tested. 
With only eight balsa wood sticks (6.5mm x 6.5mm x 580mm), eight balsa wood sticks (6.5mm x 6.5mm x 330mm), one cardboard 
tube (60mm diameter x 660mm), five metres of string and 125ml of PVA glue supplied, the girls had to build a bridge 700mm long 
which was able to hold a road deck 80mm wide. Their design was a simple truss bridge utilising the balsa wood and string, but  
thinking outside the square, the girls ironed the cardboard tube flat and used it to gusset the sides of the truss frames.  

 
By late morning at the Art Gallery, only two bridges had held over 30 kg (one 33.2 and the other 41.4kg). Then our girls took  the 
stage and the judges interviewed them for over five minutes before the bridge was put up for testing. I think the girls held their breath 
as the load went up until their bridge had held the greatest load for the day so far, 44.7kg! The challenge then was to hope each new 
bridge tested would not hold a greater load. When the final bridge was tested, at about 2.30pm, the girls knew they had won the 
bragging rights for strongest bridge of the day!  

 
Mrs Bignold 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 
On Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2 August, I joined sixteen students, Miss Llamas, Mr Annetts and Miss Zappala on our first Duke o f 
Edinburgh hike for our Bronze Award. I’m not going to lie, it was probably the hardest thing I’ve ever done in my life! We walked 
almost 30km during the course of two days, starting at Cowan and finishing in Woy Woy, going up rocky tracks whilst carrying heavy 
camping gear and equipment. Despite the staggering amount of blisters on my feet, avoiding getting attacked by ducks while 
sleeping and the complete lack of toilets along the way, it was definitely a rewarding experience all -in-all. Not only did it challenge 
my physical and mental limits, I’ve also formed new bonds and great memories along the way. Overall it was a difficult, but 
worthwhile journey which I’m glad I signed up for. 

 
Jade Hsu, Year 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Japanese Exchange 
From Thursday 2 until Saturday 4 August, we were fortunate to have the chance to host two Japanese exchange students, Rin 
Isokawa in Year 11 and Mako Tsuji in Year 12, from Nagoya Commercial High School. On the first day, we each took our host 
students out to shopping centres, where we showed them around the local areas. On the rest of the days, Selina and her buddy,  
Rin, watched anime together, went to Darling Harbour, The Entrance and Featherdale Wildlife Park, where they fed kangaroos and 
took photos with the koalas. 

 
Yoon Ha and Mako went out to an Italian restaurant for dinner and also to the Koala Park, where they too took photos with the  
koalas and lambs and fed the kangaroos. They also went to the Blue Mountains, where Mako had her very first fish and chips lunch, 
which she said was very nice! 

 
Our experience with our Japanese exchange students was amazing and definitely an unforgettable one for all involved.  

 
Yoon Ha Hwang, Year 10 and Selina Thevaseelan, Year 9  

 
Thank you so very much to the above two families for hosting our sister school friends.  

 
Ms Arkins, HT Languages  
 
 

Annie in Full Swing 
There is a buzz of excitement amongst the cast of Annie as the performers begin to engage with the imaginative 
process of putting themselves into the shoes of the characters. It has been fantastic to observe the animated 
discussions which are taking place amongst cast members, as they consider the emotional landscape of Annie ’s world. 

 
An enormous amount of time, energy and commitment will see the fruits of this exciting venture being realised in Term 
1, 2019. 

 
Ms Cannon 
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CAREERS UPDATE 
 
 
Open Days and Info Sessions 

 
TAFE NSW - Open Days  
18 and 25 August, Multiple Campuses. If you’re looking to ‘kickstart’ your career, become an aspiring apprentice, launch your small 
business or gain exciting new skills, TAFE NSW Open Day can help you create the career you ’ll love. 
Find out more: https://events.tafensw.edu.au/open-day 

 
Endeavour College of Natural Health - Enrolling and Studying 
23 August, online. If you have questions about enrolling or studying your Acupuncture, Naturopathy, Nutritional and Dietetic 
Medicine or Myotherapy Degree in 2019, join us for a free webinar on Thursday 23 August.  
Find out more: https://www.facebook.com/events/479943659142933/ 

 
Academy of Music and Performing Arts - Open Day 
25 August, Surry Hills. Performer? Songwriter/Producer? Choreographer? This is your opportunity to explore the ins and outs o f 
studying a degree in Music, Dance or Music Theatre at AMPA. Find our more: http://www.ampa.edu.au/openday/ 

 
Academy of Interactive Entertainment (AIE) - Online Experience Day 
1 September, online. If you have ever wanted to study 3D Animation, Game Design or VFX for Film online with AIE, our Online 
Experience Day is an ideal opportunity to find out more http://www.aie.edu.au/oed 

 
Macquarie University - Speech and Audiology Info Evening 
4 September, Australian Hearing Hub. Discover how you can become a qualified Audiology or Speech Pathology Professional with a 
Master’s Degree from Macquarie University at our free information session. 
Find out more: https://www.mq.edu.au/about/events/view/speech-and-audiology-information-evening/ 

 
Uni of Newcastle Early Offer Program 
We believe a student’s ATAR doesn’t define who they are, it is their unique passions, abilities and ambitions which matter. Our Year 
12 Subject Spotlight Program rewards students with an early offer for their hard work and strong results in individual subjec ts related 
to their degree. They can then take some of the stress out of their final school exams, knowing their ATAR isn ’t all that matters. 
There is no separate application for the Program, simply apply through UAC to qualify.  

 
For more information on subjects aligned to specific Degrees, visit our website. From there, students can choose their preferred 
Degree from the drop-down menu, to determine what subject marks are required in order to receive an early offer.  
Find out more: www.newcastle.edu.au/study/undergraduate/getting-in/entry-schemes/subject-performance-scheme 

 
Budgeting for Study, Launchpad - the Charles Darwin Uni Blog 
Learn about how to budget for you study and make uni affordable.  
Read the article here: http://launchpad.cdu.edu.au/budgeting-for-study 

 
Mrs Ferguson and Mrs Bower 

 
Westmead Hospital Social Work Careers Excursion 
Last Thursday, a group of Year 10 students had the opportunity to go to Westmead Hospital to learn about working as a Social 
Worker. There were several speakers, ranging from students currently studying Social Work and people who are qualified Social  
Workers, working full time. The speakers gave us an insight into what it would be like to work as a Social Worker, what they do on a 
daily basis; supporting patients, filling out paper work, meeting with other professionals and ensuring they meet their code of ethics. 
We also discussed types of work which Social Workers would do and the different fields you can choose from. We left this excu rsion 
full of knowledge and information beneficial for making choices in regards to our future and goals for careers in helping pro fessions. 

 
Alexander Morris, Year 10 
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CALENDAR - Term 3 Week 4A 

Monday 
13 August 

 Science Week 

 Uniform Blitz Week 

 Year 12 AP4 Exams 

 Prelim Assessment Task - Chemistry Depth Study 

Tuesday 
14 August 

 Year 12 AP4 Exams 

 Prelim Assessment Task - Chemistry Depth Study 

 SRC Planning Day 

 NESA HSC Practical Examination - Dance, C1.1 

 Biology Olympiad - MPC 

 Prelim Assessment Task - IPT (Task 2) 

 Bridge & Tower - Construction (Years 8 & 9) 

 Bridge Tower Testing 

 Morrisby Parent Info Meeting - 7-8pm, C2.1 

Wednesday 
15 August 

 Year 12 AP4 Exams 

 Prelim Assessment Task - Chemistry Depth Study 

 Netball State Cup - 7/8 Boys 

 NESA HSC Practical Examination - Dance, C1.1 

 Physics Olympiad - MPC 

 Excursion - Prelim PDHPE (Real Bodies) 

 Mock Trial R6 vs Roseville - Upper A Block, 4.30pm 

Thursday 
16 August 

 Year 12 AP4 Exams 

 Prelim Assessment Task - Chemistry Depth Study 

 HSC Industrial Technology Major Projects Hand-in 

 Netball State Cup - 9/10 Girls 

 Year 9 Mathematics Mentoring 

 Legacy Junior Public Speaking Competition  

Friday 
17 August 

 Year 12 AP4 Exams 

 Prelim Assessment Task - Chemistry Depth Study 

 HSC Assessment Task - D&T (Task 4) 
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