
 

 

Term 2                  Week 10B          5 July 2019 

     PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
 
Link with Papua New Guinea formalised 
Following an invitation from the Federal Government the school recently applied to become one of three NSW 
schools to pilot an innovative program linking Australian schools to schools in Papua New Guinea (PNG). 
Pleasingly, the school has been advised, our application has been successful. 

 
The upshot of this means we are to begin a relationship with PNG schools which will involve some teacher and 
student exchange with the ultimate goal to up-skill teachers in PNG and to provide greater educational 
opportunities for PNG students. The Australian Federal Government is fully funding the scheme.  

 
For the students and staff of Cherrybrook we will have an opportunity to expand our knowledge of our near neighbours and be 
proactive in establishing quality relations with a range of educators and students from the linked schools. 

 
The first stage of the process gets underway in early August when we will have a school visit from twelve PNG Principals and three 
education department bureaucrats. These visitors will then proceed to Canberra for an official reception.  

 
I will keep you informed as this exciting initiative develops. 

 
CTHS Ball 
On Saturday the MPC came alive with dance and music as the annual CTHS Ball took place. Over one hundred members of our 
school community dressed formally, looked fabulous, enjoyed a three-course meal and took advantage of the wonderful music 
provided by our superb Big Band led by Mr Felton. 

 
My congratulations are extended to the Big Band, Mr Felton, Mr Fisher and the wonderful organising committee on such a 
successful evening. 

 
Social justice Trivia Night and Farewell to Ms Corbett 
Friday night the Student Leaders and Social Justice Team held the school ’s annual Trivia Night, with all funds raised going to 
support our sister school in Cambodia. Ms Corbett and Ms Campbell did a brilliant job of providing a range of wacky questions , 
which really tested the knowledge-base of students, staff and parents. 

 
The end result was a fun-filled evening which raised a substantial sum of money for the students in Cambodia. 

 
The only down side of the night was that it was Ms Corbett’s final day at the school prior to her departure to study overseas for a 
period of eighteen months. Ms Corbett, apart from doing an outstanding job teaching her classes, has been absolutely instrume ntal 
in progressing the school’s Social Justice initiatives over the past few years. Her absence will be keenly felt across the school. 

 
NAIDOC Assembly 
Next week is NAIDOC (National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee) and in order to recognise this week and 
celebrate our nation’s Indigenous heritage the school held a number of special assemblies. 

 
The theme of NAIDOC week is voice and this was the central theme of the assemblies. The Indigenous voice of this country is over 
65,000 plus years old. Aboriginal languages were the first words spoken on this continent. These languages have passed down lore, 
culture and knowledge for over millennia. They are precious to our nation.  

 
The assemblies featured student voice with our Indigenous students sharing their views of growing up as a young Aboriginal pe rson 
in modern day Australia and being part of our Cherrybrook community. The assemblies also featured dance, music and a guest 
Aboriginal artist who performed playing the didgeridoo and singing traditional songs.  

 
My congratulations are extended to Mrs Navarro, her Year 10 Aboriginal Studies students and our Indigenous students on the 
magnificent job of organising and leading such an important assembly.  
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Italian Ancient History Study Tour 
On Saturday sixteen keen and excited students will depart Sydney for a two -week study tour, which will focus on visiting the 
highlights of classical Rome and also visiting Pompeii and Herculaneum. This is a unique opportunity for students to really delve into 
the historical sites they have been studying for the past few years.  

 
My thanks are extended to Ms Adamou and her team for all their hard work preparing for the excursion and of course leading it  over 
the next few weeks. I am sure there are many envious Ancient History students who would love to be accompanying our lucky 
students. 

 
Snow Trip 
The forthcoming holidays will also see fifty students and accompanying staff venture to the Victorian snowfields for a week o f skiing 
and snowboarding. For many students this is the highlight of their year and they, along with staff, hope snow falls heavily on the 
snowfields to allow them to really enjoy their time away.  

 
My thanks are extended to Mr Fisher and his team for all their organisation of the trip and providing a wonderful opportunity  for our 
students. 

 
Year 10 into 11 Subject Selection Evening 
It was terrific to see so many parents and students at Tuesday night ’s Subject Selection Evening. The event provided an opportunity 
for parents and students to learn more about the complexities of the senior school curriculum and to meet with subject specia list 
teachers who were able to provide quality advice about the individual subjects and courses on offer. My thanks are extended t o Ms 
Adamou and her team for the organisation of the night and to the many staff who gave up their evening to assist parents and 
students with the difficult task of making appropriate choices. 

 
Once again, I take the opportunity to reinforce the message I gave to parents on the night. That is for students to choose subjects 
and courses they are capable of doing and are able to fully engage in. Too often over the past few years the school has had t o deal 
with distraught parents and students who have made very poor subject choices under the misapprehension that by doing certain 
subjects students would maximize their ATAR. Choosing courses on this basis rarely ends in anything but tears.  

 
School Leaders’ Induction Ceremony 
A reminder to parents and students of our new and outgoing Student Leaders, a celebration ceremony is scheduled for Friday 2 
August. At this ceremony the achievements of the 2018/2019 team will be celebrated and the Leaders for 2019/2020 inducted int o 
their roles. 

 
Year 12 AP4 (Trial HSC) 
The Year 12 Trial HSC will commence on Monday 5 August. Students should be studying hard for these tests, which will provide 
them with an opportunity to experience tests similar to the major public exams they will face in Term 4.  

 
Uniform 
It was pleasing to see the vast majority of students correctly attired in full school uniform this week. Despite the cold weather it is 
vital students wear their full uniform. In particular, students should have the correct footwear and pullover.  

 
Parents and students are reminded, hooded jackets and jumpers are NOT part of the uni form and students who choose to 
wear these will be disciplined in accordance with the school ’s Fair Discipline Code. 

 
End of Term 
A reminder to parents, the school term concludes this Friday 5 July. Staff return on Monday 22 July for a professional learni ng day 
whilst all students return on Tuesday 23 July for the beginning of Term 3.  

 
Secretary for a Day 
Year 9 student David Felton was selected from more than 120 applications for the 2019 Secretary for a Day. This 
valuable two-day program brings students from across the State to the Department ’s offices in Parramatta in the 
first week of August, as part of Education Week activities. 

 
This year’s participants will work with Department of Education staff to achieve positive change for schools and 
student learning and have the opportunity to influence system development. As part of the program David will also 
take part in creative and cultural advocacy and leadership workshops with industry and education experts.  

 
Education Week is a State-wide, annual event which aims to showcase and celebrate the achievements of the 
NSW public school system, its students and staff. 

 
Mr Johnson 
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Year 12 French Speaking Skills Day 
On Saturday 22 June, six of the current HSC French Continuers and French Extension students attended a workshop at Castle Hil l 
High School to practice our speaking skills for the HSC oral examination. 
 
There were four other venues across the State with a total of 227 continuers, 66 beginners and 80 extension students. With our HSC 
examinations just around the corner, this was a very good experience and took some weight off our shoulders.  
 
Though we went in feeling nervous for the impromptu monologues in Extension French, we came out reassured. We found it very 
beneficial to be able to practice our skills in an environment where everyone was only speaking French. It was certainly a day which 
made us feel more confident in our abilities and ready to take on the HSC.  
 
Restez calme et parlez français! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATs Journalism Incursion 
On Thursday 27 June, 7T and 8T had the unique opportunity to be spoken to by Dr Asha Chand, a University of Western Sydney 
lecturer, to hear about journalism as a future career option in a modern world.  
 
We learnt about Dr Chand’s immigration from Fiji to Australia and how journalism was a significant outlet and passion for her. We 
then discussed the importance of journalism in a world full of stories and people ’s personal journeys. We even got the opportunity to 
make our own notes and write a short report based off of them. This wonderful opportunity to discuss journalism with someone who 
knew so much about it has sparked my own interest in journalism. It enlightened all members of the gifted and talented progra m to 
the idea of pursuing journalism as a professional career.  
 
Thank you, Dr Chand, for talking to us! 
 
Leah-Cherie Holt, Year 8 

PROCEDURE FOR EARLY LEAVERS 
 
If a student needs to leave school early, they must provide a note from their parent/guardian giving 
reasons for their partial absence. The student must hand the note in at the student window before 
8.30am where they will be issued with a leave pass. They can then present this pass to their 
teacher and leave school at the appropriate time. 
 
On Thursdays (sport days) all students in Years 9-11 MUST have their early leave notes signed by a 
member of the PE staff before presenting to the office.  

FIRST AID 
 

Please note Cherrybrook Technology High School does not have any medical practitioners on the 
premises. We provide first aid assistance to students who are unwell or injured. Please be advised 
the school does not supply any medication, including pain killers, medicated creams, eye 
drops etc 
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New Sports Executive 
It’s that time of year again when we have a new Sports Executive Team selected. This year we 
had a large amount of students try out which was great to see. Unfortunately, this also meant 
we could only pick a few people for the new Executive. Every student who tried out should be 
congratulated for their efforts. 
 
The new Sports Executive Team for 2019/2020 are:  
 
Sports Captains:  Lara Woollett and Devan Senasinghe 
Vice Captains:  Kelly Chapman, Tarryn Galt, Vyusthika Govender and Eshaan Kohli 
Charles House Captains: Ella Morris and Rahul Desai  
Taylor House Captains: Sophie Nelson and Andrew Malcolm 
Harrison House Captains: Kyla Walker and Alex Durheim 
Strickland House Captains: Alexis Masterton and Jared Clements  
 
We look forward to seeing you work in the school throughout the coming year!  
 
Volleyball 
Congratulations to the Under 16 Boys’ Volleyball Team who won the Bronze medal at the NSW 
Metro Volleyball Tournament recently. This is an amazing achievement and all students should be 
proud! A big thank you goes to their coach, Olley and to Mr Ibarra. This team has been playing and 
training together for a number of years now and it is great to see these results come from all of their 
hard work. 
 
Area Cross Country 
Congratulations to all students who represented the school at the Area Cross Country Carnival. On the day we had some students 
perform extremely well with three students qualifying for the CHS Competition which will take place on the first Friday of next term. 
 
Students who qualified include Olivia De Vita, Lachlan Dewar and Ella Morris. Congratulations and good luck!  
 
Our Year as Exec 
Over the last year we have loved the opportunity to work in the schools sport, bringing in new initiatives and keeping up old 
traditions. This past year has been a great experience for all of us and we have learnt so much. The next few things are just  some of 
our favourite memories from the year. 
 
One of the initiatives we implemented as an exec was the Stage 4 house sport. This was a great chance for all Stage 4 student s to 
have their own separate time for sport just as the older students have through grade sport. It was also a great opportunity f or 
students to build some house spirit. From this, we also implemented the Stage 4 vs Year 12 sport, where fourteen Stage 4 students 
would take on seven Year 12 students. This event was a great time for all Stage 4 students, as well as the Year 12’s who took part. 
A highlight of the event was having a large number of Stage 4 students surrounding the courts and supporting their peers. We are 
excited to see how the new exec will be able to continue to grow these initiatives. 
 
A large contribution which we made to the school was through the development of refreshed house flags. This process was fun and 
allowed us to research into the origins of each house and identify the key features which should be used to represent each ho use. 
These features are clearly displayed on the new flags and are a great new introduction for the school to use for many years to come. 
 
One of the special opportunities we took part in was when former student Jenny Blundell came back to present our school with an 
Olympic flag. This flag was given to our school because of our participation in the Youth Olympic Games and the Olympic Games  
through two past students. Jenny provided all students with a positive message and many words of wisdom. We hope to see more 
students excel in their sport as they progress in their passion. The flag was also signed by Jenny and is currently in the process of 
being framed and will then be on display around the school, so keep your eyes out for it.  
 
Those were just a few of our favourite memories from what we have done around the school, but there are so many more things we 
could have talked about. The Sports Awards Presentation Ceremony at the end of last year, the CTHS Sports Carnivals with Year  
12 joining in on the themes and Year 7 having a great time at their first CTHS Carnival. We hope we have been able to set a good 
example for students, namely always giving everything a go no matter whether it ’s something you are good at or are just 
participating in to have some fun. We have all had a great time serving the school.  
 
Thank you for this past year! 
 
The 2018/2019 Sports Executive Team 
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Year 10 Students Subject Selection Advice from UAC - Top Four Tips 
In Year 10 you will select the courses you will study for the next two years. This is an exciting time with many choices avai lable. The 
following guidelines will help you make the best possible decisions. 
https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/year-10-students 
 
 
Sydney Morning Herald Study Guide for the HSC 
A treasure trove of great articles on all matters for the HSC, including exams, tackling stress, results, PDHPE, Science, Languages , 
Technology, Music, History and much more. 
https://hsc-study-guide-2019.smh.com.au/ 
 
 
Steps to take in Applying through UAC including How to Defer an Offer  
Once you have applied, you can change the order of your preferences or even the courses you have selected, as often as you li ke 
before the closing dates for each offer round (some courses have early application closing dates so check for these as well.)  Simply 
log in to your application or the My UAC mobile app using your UAC application number and UAC PIN. You cannot change your 
preferences by phone, letter or email! 
https://www.uac.edu.au/current-applicants/undergraduate-applications-and-offers/ 
 
 
The Western Sydney Careers Expo 
Last week, Year 10 and 12 students attended the Careers Expo at Sydney Olympic Park. They had the opportunity to collect 
resources and speak to over 140 representatives from local and interstate universities, colleges, TAFEs and various industrie s. 
Many students took advantage of seminars on study skills, subject selection tips and the UAC process. The event coordinator 
provided positive feedback from exhibitors regarding the level of insightful career development questions posed by Cherrybroo k 
Technology High School students. 
 
 
Mrs Bower and Mrs Ferguson 

https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/year-10-students
https://hsc-study-guide-2019.smh.com.au/
https://www.uac.edu.au/current-applicants/undergraduate-applications-and-offers/
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CALENDAR - Term 3 Week 1A 

Monday 
22 July 

 Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 
23 July 

 All Students Commence 

 HSC Assessment Task - PDHPE 

Wednesday 
24 July 

 Prelim Assessment Task - Mathematics Extension 1 

Friday 
26 July 

 NSW CHS Cross Country 

 Year 10 Barista Training 

 Career Mentoring Breakfast - 7.30am-8.30am 

 Rock & Water Session 

 HSC Assessment Task - Industrial Technology 


