
 

 

     PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
 
NAPLAN 
Parents of students in Years 7 and 9 will no doubt have noted the Press frenzy following the release of the 
most recent NAPLAN results. 
 
The information resulted in the annual doom and gloom predictions about the future of our youth being made 
by various writers in opinion pieces for the media outlets, ironically often complete with spelling and 
grammatical errors. 
 
This week our school has been provided with Cherrybrook students ’ results and next week parents should 

receive individual student results. 
 
As I have said and written many times, these results should be viewed cautiously. They are merely a snapshot of student progress 
on one particular day of the year and not meant to define a student. As always, our school will use the results in a diagnost ic 
manner, not to compare and contrast students and schools. 
 
Having said this, overall our results were exceptional with Year 9 students achieving our school ’s best ever results with more 
students in the top two bands of achievement than any other cohort whilst our Year 7 results were most admirable. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns when your child ’s results reach home, please don’t hesitate to contact their stage Head 
Teacher or Year Advisor. 
 
Stage 4 Public Speaking Finals 
This year’s finals were held last Monday night before an appreciative audience of students, parents and staff, none of whom were 
disappointed with the student performances, research and effort.  
 
The Year 7 speakers covered a range of issues discussing everything from Rugby, the quirks of the English language, the world 
around us, including the need for us to take care of our wonderful natural world, the status of women and ethical research. However, 
on the night there could only be one winner and this year it was Kevin Huang who gave a most entertaining speech on the evils  of 
procrastination. 
 
Year 8 students also covered a most diverse range of topics often in a most humorous manner. Ultimately, first place went to Leah-
Cherie Holt for a most thoughtful speech on friendship and the many different “types” of friends we may have as we make our way 
through life. 
 
My sincere congratulations are extended to the winners, to all students who made the final, and to Mrs Granziera for a wonder ful job 
organising the finals. 
 
Year 11 Examinations 
The final examinations for Year 11 commenced late last week and will continue until Friday 20 September. These tests allow staff to 
provide valuable feedback to students prior to their commencing the HSC course at the beginning of next term. It is important   
students have a balanced approach to their study program, with time for exercise and some leisure time factored into their re vision 
schedule. 
 
CHS Athletics 
Congratulations to all students who represented Sydney North at the recent Combined High Schools Athletics Carnival.  
 
In total we had eleven individual representatives and one relay team. All students performed with distinction, but particular  mention 
must be made of: 
 

 Ryan Jones, fourth in the Open Boys’ 400 metre Hurdles 

 Daniel De Sacadura, first in the 14 Years Boys’ Discus 

 Scott Chapman, second in the Open Boys’ Javelin and third in the Open Boys’ Pentathlon. 
 
A more detailed report will be available from the Sports Captains in a future Network. 
 
Mr Johnson 
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Year 10 bstreetsmart Youth and Road Trauma Forum 
On Wednesday 11 September, Year 10 attended the bstreetsmart Youth and Road Trauma Forum. Westmead Hospital’s trauma 
services designed this program to raise awareness of the need for safety, maturity and responsibility in young drivers and 
passengers. Held at a packed Qudos Bank Arena Homebush, our students were able to experience presentations on the arena 
floor, as well as interactive displays during their lunch break. All NSW Emergency Services were represented and dedicated to  
communicating the need for safety on the road.  

 
The dramatisation of a car crash involving young people under the influence of alcohol and the failure to use safety devices,  was 
thought provoking and shocking. First responders, including the fire, ambulance and police services, demonstrated their professional 
response to an everyday occurrence, where young drivers, passengers and third parties are seriously injured or killed. Studen ts 
were also given an understanding of the experience of hospital trauma staff in assessing, rehabilitating and supporting patients, 
narrated by a member of the Trauma Unit. This was followed by individuals directly affected by trauma who talked about the li fe-
changing cost of vehicle accidents. Students also heard from a mother whose life changed as a result of the loss of her child . 

 
The clear message from the Forum was driving is to be encouraged, but in a sensible and responsible manner. To facilitate thi s, 
students were given insight into reducing risk taking behaviour through awareness of the consequences of distracted driving, 
inattention, speeding, drink and drug driving and driver fatigue. I would like to thank the staff who attended for their support of this 
excursion and also the organisers of bstreetsmart for their dedication to youth safety on the road.  

 
Mr Hind 
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Art in the Library 
Public libraries are enjoying something of a renaissance and consolidating their value as community hubs with multi-purpose 
spaces. In the spirit of this, we currently have three mini pop-up galleries. Many students have gathered to admire and discuss these 
artefacts. If you have not seen them, come along! 

 
Year 7 had a unit called Fish as a Dish. Fish are not only delicious, but many are wonderfully vibrant and colourful. It is therefore not 
surprising these dishes are exotically varied. You can see the ceramics displayed on top of the fiction shelves.  

 
Year 8 created ceramic sculptures of an endangered species, so gathered in the library for an annual convention are numerous 
members of these species. They wish their plight to be acknowledged, so please visit and admire their quirky attributes and 
expressive features. 

 
Saturday 7 September was National Threatened Species Day. Get more information about the plight of our plants and animals at:  
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/saving-our-species-news/threatened-species-
day 

 
On the library windows you will see some charcoal drawings which Stage 5 students have drawn for Drawing and Illustration 2. 
Admire the beautiful elliptical shape of the wondrously lustrous eggs and the jagged peaks and shadows of crumpled paper.  

 
Ms Sorensen and Ms Halder 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/saving-our-species-news/threatened-species-day
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/saving-our-species-news/threatened-species-day
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Year 12 UAC Applications 
As the end of term is not far away this is just a reminder, ATARs will be released on the same day as the HSC results this year, 1pm 
on Tuesday 17 December 2019. To avoid a significant late fee, ensure you apply for your UAC preferences by Monday 30 
September. Early applications will be $70. However, after 1 October the fee will increase to $200. You can still change your 
preferences after this date. https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants 

 
UNSW Faculty of Engineering Admission Scheme (FEAS) 
FEAS is an alternative pathway for students who want to study Engineering at UNSW but might not meet the Guaranteed Entry 
Rank (GE) of 93. APPLY NOW 

 
Interested in becoming a Physiotherapist? 
Physiotherapy Career Information Evening (appropriate for Year 10, 11 and 12 students and parents). Wednesday 18 September, 
6.45pm, Arrow Physiotherapy, 2/31 Terminus Street, Castle Hill. Join us for an information evening covering everything you ne ed to 
know about being a physiotherapist and how to become one. 

 
The presentation will address the following: 

 
 How do you become a physio? 

 What to expect from university studies in physiotherapy 

 Options if you don’t get into physiotherapy courses straight from school 

 What do physios do? 

 Where do physios work? 

 Career pathways for physios 

 What it is like being a physio. 

 
The presentation will be followed by an opportunity for Q&As. 

 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/thinking-of-being-a-physio-tickets-70584948481?aff=ebdssbdestsearch 

 
Career Mentoring Program 
The Year 11 Career Mentoring Program will conclude at the end of this term and interested Year 10 students will be invited to  apply 
for the 2020 program in Term 4. As part of this program, students have the opportunity to attend a shadowing day with their m entor 
and immerse themselves in this career field. 

 
Mrs Bower and Mrs Ferguson 

https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants
http://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/4/?T=ODYxMzM2MzE%3AMDItYjE5MjU0LTM1YmNiNTNkNjEzYzQ3MzdhNjg5MmE2YTRhOTMwZmI2%3AbWVsaW5kYS5ib3dlcjFAZGV0Lm5zdy5lZHUuYXU%3AY29udGFjdC1mOWQzNjkyM2UzNGZlNzExODBmOTcwMTA2ZmEzOWI1MS0zZDQ3M2ZmNGE2MTY0YzFiYjdjZTMxYjQwYzVlNzczYQ%3AZmF
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/thinking-of-being-a-physio-tickets-70584948481?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


 

8 

 

Career Mentoring Shadowing Days 
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CALENDAR - Term 3 Week 9A 

Monday 
16 September 

 AP2 Examinations (all week) 

 Excursion: U15 Knockout Netball 

Tuesday 
17 September 

 Stage 5 Drama Performance Evening - 7pm, C1.1 

Wednesday 
18 September 

 Year 12 Graduation Rehearsal - P3 & 4 

Thursday 
19 September 

 Year 8 Gala Day 

 LendLease Business Careers Excursion 
Friday 
20 September 

 Year 11 AP2 Exams End 


