
 

 

    DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update 
We continue to keep an eye on matters related to the COVID-19 virus. The Department of Education is in 
contact regularly and I have included the latest update from them with regards to our approach in Network. 
 
Just to update the parent body on how serious we are taking this matter, Mr Johnson reluctantly made the 
decision on Thursday to cancel the Year 11 Jindabyne Camp in Week 10 due to concerns about the possible 
transmission of COVID-19. 
 
We have made this difficult decision in the light of recommendations made by the School of Medicine and 
Public Health, University of Newcastle (one of the world leaders in the field of understanding the transmission 

of infectious diseases) and information provided by the NSW Health Department and Department of Education. 
 
In a camp situation, such as the one at Jindabyne, should a student exhibit signs of COVID-19, it would be very difficult to isolate the 
student. It would also be very difficult to have parents collect the student in a timely manner due to the distances involved. 
 
All Year 11 students were informed of this on Thursday and a letter went home to parents of students in Year 11 explaining further 
details with regards to refunds. We apologise wholeheartedly, but want to assure our parent body that we are constantly assessing 
activities here with the best interests of your children and our staff in mind. 
 
With this in mind, can I please ask all parents - if your child is ill in the morning prior to school please DO NOT send them to school. 
Our sick bay is struggling under the weight of children who are reporting to the front office with sickness and to find out they were ill 
prior to coming to school makes the work of our first aid officers increasingly more difficult. 
 
Q&A - Monday 9 March 
On Monday evening we had four staff and 22 of our Student Executive and Sport leaders attend a taping of the ABC Q & A program 
- titled ‘Education: Are we failing?’ The panel included our own Mr Woo, who acquitted himself well on the night. Feedback from the 
students was very positive and if you had the chance to watch the show you would be aware there were a number of shots of the 
audience with our students looking lovely in their blazers. A great opportunity for our students to be involved in a quality current 
affairs program. A big thank you goes to Mrs Lees, Ms Adamou and Ms Brahe for organising our involvement in the show on a very 
tight timeline and supervising them on the night. If you didn’t see the show you can still catch it on ABC iView – it’s certainly worth a 
look. A more detailed report follows in Network. 
 
Interestingly enough, there were also a number of CTHS Alumni spotted in the audience, including our own Harry Sedha (graduated 
2017), who asked the first question to the panel members. Great to see our ex-students taking such an active interest in current 
affairs and speaking up on an important topic! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
International Women’s Day Assembly 
On Tuesday of this week students attended a wonderful Assembly focusing on International Women’s Day, which was on Sunday 8 
March. The Social Justice Team, led by Ms Campbell and Ms Mallison, organised a thought provoking agenda, which included multi-
media, music and an impressive guest speaker, Ms Felicity Hughes. Ms Hughes talked about what it was like to complete her 
undergraduate degree, a Bachelor of Engineering at UNSW, where as a female she was well and truly outnumbered by men in her 
course. Such was her talent, she was awarded the University Medal for Industrial Chemistry. Despite her interest in this field and a 
love for working in the industry, Ms Hughes decided to work in Management Consulting and in December became the second ever 
female Consulting Partner for her current employer, Port Jackson Partners. Ms Hughes loves her new job, but wishes more women 
were represented in the fields of Engineering and Management Consulting. We thank Ms Hughes for speaking to us at our Assembly 
and to Ms Campbell and Ms Mallison for organising the event.  
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P&C Annual General Meeting  
The P&C Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 10 March. The P&C has input into the overall management of the school, 
as well as providing significant funds to improve the educational outcomes for all students who attend CTHS. The P&C have always 
been strong supporters of the school and, once again, we had a good turn-out of parents at the AGM showing a keen interest in 
contributing to the drive and direction of the group. I would like to congratulate the outgoing Executive for their commitment and 
dedication to the school and thank them for their contribution. In particular, I want to acknowledge the fine work of two of our P & C 
members - Mr Gavin Poole (Vice President) and Ms Erin Cockerton (Executive Committee member). Both will be stepping down 
from their P&C roles this year as their youngest daughters graduate from Year 12 in 2020. 
 
Erin has taken on the Alumni Representative role for the P&C over the past few years and as such was a conduit for information 
between the Alumni Committee and the P&C. With her exit we are looking for a replacement. It is not an onerous role but does 
require someone who is au fait with the use of technology. The Alumni group have done some wonderful things for the school since 
its inception and we would like to keep this important aspect of the school running smoothly. If you feel you could contribute to the 
role, I would be happy to hear from you. Erin has agreed to remain in the role until the end of the year to ensure a smooth transition 
into the role for an interested parent. 
 
I would also like to introduce our newly elected Executive and wish them well in their new positions.  
 
The newly elected P&C team is as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the night of the AGM, our Stage Head Teachers, Stage 4: Ms Howard; Stage 5: Mr Monahan and Stage 6: Ms Adamou, spoke to 
parents about their role in the school and how they support the students with issues ranging from attendance, wellbeing and 
curriculum matters just to name a few. As a school we would not be able to co-ordinate the many activities your children are involved 
in, or support them with the issues they may have, without the professionalism of these hard working staff. We thank Ms Howard, Mr 
Monahan and Ms Adamou for their presentation on the night. 
 
The next P&C meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 28 April with Mr Pedley-Smith as our Guest Speaker, who will update us on his 
Rites of Passage Group. 
 
Judy Jack Retirement from the Canteen 
We also took the opportunity at the P&C meeting to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of one of our long standing parent 
helpers at the CTHS Canteen. Judy has finally decided to retire from the Canteen after 24 years of loyal service! Judy ’s kids have 
long gone from the school and moved onto bigger and better things. It won’t be the same without Judy’s smiling face around the 
Canteen, but I’m sure it won’t be the last we see of her as she will be back for the annual Volunteers’ lunch. If you have been lucky 
enough to attend this function in the past you would have no doubt admired the presentation and décor of the room which is due to 
Judy’s passion in this area. Our President, Mr Spencer presented Judy with a certificate and flowers acknowledging her service and 
some of the Canteen ladies were present to share the moment with her. We wish Judy all the best in the future and thank her 
wholeheartedly for all her work over many years! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tell Them from Me Survey Student Feedback Survey 2020 
Our school, like many others in the State, will participate in a Department of Education initiative: the Tell Them From Me student 
feedback survey during Term 1. We have been conducting this survey for a number of years now and the data from this feeds back 
to the school to assist us with our planning. More information with regards to the Survey is included in this Network.  
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AP3 Examinations  
As any parent with a Year 12 student will know, the AP3 exam period commences next Friday 20 March. As this is a time of high 
stress for many students, we ask parents to ensure things are kept in perspective. Many students feel enormous pressure and place 
unrealistic expectations on themselves. All any of us can ask is that they do their best.  
 
If for any reason a student is unable to attend an exam, the correct procedure must be followed. This is outlined in the 2020 HSC 
Assessment Booklet, located on the school website, Curriculum>Stage 6, where all required documentation is available for 
download. If any student is unsure of what to do, please contact the school and ask for Ms Adamou or one of the Deputy Principals.  
 
Year 7 and 11 Interim Reports  
Year 7 and 11 Interim Reports will be available for parents to view on the Parent Portal from today. The Interim Report is something 
CTHS does for Year 7 and 11 students given the importance of the significant step they have taken this year in their school career. It 
provides a means for parents to check on the progress of their son/daughter mid-way through Term 1. This is not a formal report, 
formal reports will follow towards the end of Semester 1. Year 7 and 11 Interim Reports will simply indicate if your child is 
‘Satisfactory’ or not at this point in time. If your child’s teachers have concerns about their progress, details will be provided in the 
Interim Report. We encourage you to speak to your son or daughter if concerns are raised.  
 
CTHS students and parents in the John Purchase Public School ‘kiss and drop’ area 
Just this week it was reported to us from the staff of JPPS that they are having an issue with CTHS parents waiting in their kiss 'n' 
drop area, in front of John Purchase Public School resulting in increased traffic. It was reported to us that there were up to 30+ 
CTHS students waiting to be picked up from there on Monday. Mr Johnson, Relieving DP at JPPS, spoke to many students and 
parents on the afternoon about this, however it is a timely reminder for our students and parents to stay away from the area. It 
makes it difficult to manage the younger kids when there are so many others around. 
 
Mr Clements  
 
 
Updated advice for COVID-19 Virus 
The Australian Government has announced on 11 March 2020 that travel restrictions will be introduced for travellers arriving from 
Italy. Staff and students who are excluded from a school or workplace are those who departed from or transited through: 
 
· China within the last 14 days 
· Iran within the last 14 days commencing 1 March 2020 
·     Republic of Korea (South Korea) commencing 5 March 2020 
·     Italy commencing 11 March 11 
OR 
·     have been diagnosed with the COVID-19 
·     have had close contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19 infection. 
 
Key information 
·     Principal FAQs have been updated to reflect the changes detailed above. The updated FAQ’s are now accessible via the link 
 provided below.   
·     Any suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19 must be reported to the Incident Report and Support Hotline 
 
Links and resources 
·     Information about the department’s response to the COVID-19 and links to advice from NSW Health is available from the NSW 
 Department of Education School Safety page. 
 
Overseas school excursions 
The safety of our students and staff is the department's highest priority; therefore, all overseas school excursions are on hold until 
further notice. 
 

 

 

SCHOOL CARPARKS 
 
Boom gates are installed in both school carparks. Parking is available to staff only, between the hours of 7.00am and 4.00pm on 
school days. Ample street parking is available for visitors to the school. 

 

ABSENTEE NOTES 
 

• Please ensure notes to the school contain your child’s FULL NAME and year plus the date and reason for absence 

• Absentee notes should be handed in to the student window the first day back after an absence 

• Notes must be received within seven days of returning to school otherwise it will be recorded as ‘unjustified’  

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/school-safety/novel-coronavirus
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Tell Them From Me student feedback survey (Term 1, 2020) 
I am delighted that this term, our school, like many other public schools in the state, will participate in a Department of Education 
initiative: the Tell Them From Me student feedback survey. The survey measures factors that are known to affect academic 
achievement and other student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student wellbeing, engagement and effective 
teaching practices.  
 
The survey is a great opportunity for our students to provide us with valuable and quick feedback on what they think about school 
life, how engaged they are with school and the different ways that teachers interact with them. More than 6,300 schools in Australia 
and around the world have used Tell Them From Me to survey 5.4 million students. Capturing the voices of our students will help 
improve how we do things at our school.  
 
I want to assure you that the survey is confidential. The survey is conducted online and will typically take less than 30 minutes to 
complete. It will be administered during school hours between 9 March and 8 May. Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary. 
 
A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers about the survey is included in this week’s Network. If you do not want your child or 
children to participate, please return the form to school by Friday 27 March.  
 
Copies of the form and FAQs are available from: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents. 
 
The consent form and FAQs are available in 23 languages. 
 
Brett Clements  
 
 
Kokoda Training Walk - Bobbin Head Loop 
On Sunday 9 February, the Kokoda group met for their second practice walk. We began our walk at 8 am at the Sphinx Memorial. 
Although the morning started a little bit wet and drizzly, the rain soon stopped and the temperature began to warm up. This walk took 
us along a lakeside path where we had to cross small streams on the way, crossing underneath a waterfall at one point. Although 
the trail was longer and had more steep sections, we all found that we had become stronger and were less tired at the end. 
 
The group stopped for lunch at the marina and ate by the waterside. In the second half of our hike, we crossed over a river then saw 
some old Aboriginal axe-grinding marks in the rock and walked through some mangroves. Overall, the hike was a great experience. 
The trail was challenging - with rocks, roots and hills, but we all had a fabulous time walking as a group, making jokes and taking 
photos of the lake and waterfall. 
 
A big thank you to all the teachers and parents who came along to our second walk and helped to make this hike possible. 
Hopefully, we will see everyone back again in two Sundays time! 
 
Chloe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 Jindabyne Camp 
Parents should have received an email regarding the cancellation of the Year 11 Jindabyne Camp due to the possible transmission 
of the COVID-19 virus. A copy of the letter is available in this edition of Network. 
 
Year 7 Parent/Teacher night 
Parents should have received an email regarding the cancellation of the Year 7 Parent/Teacher night due to the possible 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus. A copy of the letter is available in this edition of Network. 

 

VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 
A reminder to all visitors there are clear guidelines regarding visiting the school and seeing staff or your child during school hours: 

• Appointments to see a member of staff must be made in advance, by phoning the school 

• The first point of entry to the school is the Front Office which is located in A block 

• To ensure the safety of all students, visitors are not permitted to enter beyond the Front Office without prior permission 

• Official visitors are required to sign in at the Front Office. 

http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
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13 March 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Caregivers of Year 7 students, 
  
 
I write to advise that today I have made the decision to cancel the Year 7 Parent/ 
Teacher interviews which were to be held on Tuesday 24 March due to concerns about 
the possible transmission of COVID-19. 
  
I have reluctantly made this decision in the light of recommendations made by the 
School of Medicine and Public Health, University of Newcastle, (one of the world 
leaders in the field of understanding the transmission of infectious diseases) and 
information provided by the NSW Health Department and Department of Education. 
 
The school will try to provide an alternative date for interviews later in the year. 
However, as you would understand, the situation in relation to the virus is constantly 
evolving and at this stage I am unable to provide an alternative date. 
 
At the present time school continues as usual for students and the school continues to follow all 
recommendations provided by the Department of Education.  
 
Year 7 Interim reports will be available today and while brief, the report will indicate how your child is settling 
into Cherrybrook Technology High School. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation with this matter. 
   
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Gary Johnson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherrybrook 
Technology 
High School 
 
28-44 Purchase Road 
Cherrybrook  NSW  2126 
 
Telephone 
02 9484 2144 
 
Email 
cths@cths.nsw.edu.au 
 
Website 
https://cths.nsw.edu.au 
 
Principal 
Mr Gary Johnson 
 
Deputy Principals 
Mr M Townsend 
Mr B Clements 
Mrs A Gatt 

mailto:cths@cths.nsw.edu.au
https://cths.nsw.edu.au
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12 March 2020  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Caregivers of Year 11 students,  
 
 
I write to advise that today I have made the decision to cancel the Year 11 Jindabyne 
Camp due to concerns about the possible transmission of COVID-19.  
 
I have reluctantly made this decision in the light of recommendations made by the 
School of Medicine and Public Health, University of Newcastle, (one of the world 
leaders in the field of understanding the transmission of infectious diseases) and 
information provided by the NSW Health Department and Department of Education.  
 
In a camp situation, such as the one at Jindabyne, should a student exhibit signs of 
COVID-19 it would be very difficult to isolate the student. It would also be very difficult to have parents 
collect the student in a timely manner due to the distances involved.  
 
The school has sought possible alternative dates for the camp, unfortunately none were available at a 
suitable time. Understandably, students will be very disappointed as the camp is a high point for many 
students in their senior years. Given the importance of ensuring the health and well-being of our students 
and the nature of the advice provided, I feel the school really has no alternative.  
 
Refunds will be organised over the next few weeks and I ask for your understanding of the time it may take 
for this to occur given the size of the task. Could you please complete the attached electronic Student 
Refund form and return it to the office at your earliest convenience.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 
 

Gary Johnson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherrybrook 
Technology 
High School 
 
28-44 Purchase Road 
Cherrybrook  NSW  2126 
 
Telephone 
02 9484 2144 
 
Email 
cths@cths.nsw.edu.au 
 
Website 
https://cths.nsw.edu.au 
 
Principal 
Mr Gary Johnson 
 
Deputy Principals 
Mr M Townsend 
Mr B Clements 
Mrs A Gatt 

mailto:cths@cths.nsw.edu.au
https://cths.nsw.edu.au
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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In Term 1 2020, our school is taking part in the Tell Them From Me student survey. The survey 
will provide us with valuable feedback on what our students think about school life, how 
engaged they are with school and the different ways that teachers interact with them. Schools 
in Australia and around the world have used the Tell Them From Me survey to help them 
improve. The survey is completed online and is run by an independent research company, The 
Learning Bar, which specialises in school-based surveys.  
 
Staff in schools will not be able to identify individual students from their responses. To ensure 
confidentiality, participating students will receive a unique username and password. Where 
fewer than five students respond to a question, the results will be suppressed. The survey 
typically takes 30 minutes or less to complete and will be administered by the school during 
normal school hours. Once the surveys are completed by students, reports are prepared and 
in most cases are available to schools within three business days. 
 
As well as schools getting student feedback, the Department of Education, through the Centre 
for Education Statistics and Evaluation (CESE), has access to data from across NSW and is 
running a research project to look at state-wide patterns of student wellbeing, engagement and 
effective teaching practices. The research is looking at how these things impact on student 
outcomes, including academic performance. Individual students will not be identified in any 
CESE publications, and all information will be handled in accordance with the relevant privacy 
legislation. Students’ personal information will not be disclosed by the department to any other 
person or body other than as required by law. 
 
This research will help schools in New South Wales to better understand how to improve 
student wellbeing and engagement. It will also help teachers and principals discuss what 
works to improve student outcomes.  
 
Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary. Your child will not take part if either you or your 
child do not wish. If, during the survey, your child is uncomfortable, he/she can choose to stop 
the survey at any time. The majority of questions in the survey can be skipped. 
 
If you do not want your child to take part in the survey, please complete the attached form 
and return it to the school by Friday 27 March. 
 
More information about the survey and the research is available in English on the CESE 
website: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents 

 

 
Gary Johnson      Dr Jenny Donovan 
Principal       Executive Director 
Cherrybrook Technology High School   Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation 
 

http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
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Tell Them From Me Student Feedback Survey non-consent form 

 

If you do not want your child to participate in the student feedback survey, please sign this 

form and return it to the school by Friday 27 March 

 

 

I DO NOT give consent for my child/children to participate in the Tell Them From Me student 

feedback survey. 

 

 

Name of student 1         Roll class of student 1 

 

…………………………………………………………………  ………………………………. 

 

           

Name of student 2         Roll class of student 2 

 

…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 

 

            

Name of student 3         Roll class of student 3 

 

…………………………………………………………………  ………………………………. 

 

           

Name of student 4         Roll class of student 4 

 

…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of parent/carer ………………………………………………………………………...  

  

           

Signature of parent/carer …………………………………………………………………….  

  

         

Date …………………...................   



 

9 

 



 

10 

 



 

11 

 



 

12 

 
Women in Science excursion 
To coincide with International Women’s day, last Friday 35 Year 10 students attended an invaluable symposium on the many varied 
careers that are available in the science field. UNSW host annually, in partnership with the Australian Maritime Museum, this 
fantastic opportunity for girls to be exposed to career paths they may never have considered previously.  The excursion showcased 
conservators, software engineers, microbiologists, marine archaeologists, animal behavioural scientists, astrophysicists along with 
young entrepreneurs. The girls who attended were able to explore possible future pathways in science by accessing representat ives 
from many universities and science related industries. A highlight was the opportunity to have a behind the scenes tour of the 
museum’s collection along with visiting the Wildlife Photographer of the Year exhibition. On all accounts this excursion was a 
worthwhile and inspiring experience for all those who attended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Morrisby Testing 
Our school had 140 students undergoing the Morrisby testing on Wednesday 6 March.  A parent information evening will be held on 
Tuesday, 31 March, 7-9pm, in the school hall where parents will receive the reports. 
 
Western Sydney Careers Expo 2020 
The Western Sydney Careers Expo 2020 is held at Sydney Showground, Sydney Olympic Park, from Thursday 25 June to Sunday 
28 June.   Year 12 students will attend on Thursday 25 June, while Year 10 students will attend on Friday 26 June.  More information 
will be given to students nearer to the date. 
 
UTS Engineering and IT Work Experience Program 
Get hands-on experience with this 5 day program designed to give you an insight into what it’s like to choose a career in Engineering 
or IT.   
 
You’ll get to take part in a range of workshops (including computer science, cyber security, biomedical engineering, electronics 
engineering, civil engineering and more) as well as spend time with current UTS students and academics from UTS Faculty of 
Engineering and IT.  Visit the Study Work Grow website for more information and browse through the course guide.  Our school 
code is CHERRY19.   
Work Experience week runs from Monday 23 - Friday 27 November 2020. 
Applications are open until Sunday 31 May. 
 
UNSW@ADFA - 2021 Course Guide Out Now 
Thinking of studying at ADFA next year? They have released their new course guide with all the information you need to know about 
their courses and entry. Visit the Study Work Grow website for more information and browse through the course guide.  Our school 
code is CHERRY19.  ADFA’s open day will be held this August. 
 
Australian STEM Video Game Challenge 
The Australian STEM Video Game Challenge is open to upper primary and secondary school students. Students are encouraged to 
design, build and submit an original educational video game that includes science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) content or themes. 
 
The theme for 2020 is “scale”.  Registration is open now, and games can be submitted up until Wednesday 5 August. 
 
Find out more and enter here: https://www.stemgames.org.au/ 
 

https://studyworkgrow.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e471f7cf4840e0648d2559ba0&id=4d2bff2121&e=3d6e8f320b
https://www.stemgames.org.au/
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CALENDAR - Term 1  Week 8A 

Monday            
16 March   

• Year 7 HPV dose 1 Vaccinations 

• Year 11 Hospitality Work Placement begins 

• SDD 3.30pm - 6.30pm Face to Face CPR / Anaphylaxis training 

Tuesday           
17 March 

• Knockout Sport - Open Girls Soccer   

Wednesday     
18 March 

• Big Day IN - Computing Careers forum 

• Year 10 Assessment Task - Science - Core A 

Thursday         
19 March 

• Year 10 Mathematics Investigation Assignment   

Friday                
20 March 

• Year 12 AP3 Exams start 

• Year 9 Science Assessment Task - Skills Task 

• Year 11 Hospitality Work Placement ends 


